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Best Electronics Recycling Programs for Old
Smartphones
As technology advances at a rapid pace, smartphones are frequently upgraded, leaving many old
devices unused and forgotten in drawers. Instead of letting them collect dust or contribute to electronic
waste (e-waste), recycling old smartphones is an environmentally responsible choice. Proper recycling
helps recover valuable materials, reduces pollution, and prevents hazardous substances from harming
the environment.

Fortunately, numerous electronics recycling programs make it easy to dispose of old smartphones
safely. Below are some of the best recycling programs available for old smartphones, including
manufacturer take-back initiatives, retailer programs, and third-party recycling services.

1. Manufacturer Take-Back Programs

Many smartphone manufacturers offer recycling programs that allow consumers to return old devices
for proper disposal or refurbishment. These programs often provide incentives such as trade-in credits
or discounts on new purchases.

Apple Trade In & Recycling Program

Appleâ??s recycling program is one of the most well-known in the industry. Users can trade in their old
iPhones (or other Apple devices) for credit toward a new purchase or receive a gift card. If the device
has no monetary value, Apple will still recycle it for free.

How it works: Visit Appleâ??s Trade In page, answer a few questions about the deviceâ??s
condition, and receive an estimated value. Apple provides a prepaid shipping label, or users can
drop off the device at an Apple Store.
Environmental impact: Apple recovers materials like gold, copper, and rare earth elements from
recycled devices, reducing the need for mining.

Samsung Recycling Direct

Samsung offers a comprehensive recycling program for its devices, including smartphones, tablets, and
wearables. The company partners with certified recyclers to ensure safe and responsible disposal.
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How it works: Users can drop off old Samsung devices at designated recycling centers or mail
them in using a prepaid label. Samsung also offers trade-in options for credit toward new
purchases.
Environmental impact: Samsungâ??s program ensures that hazardous materials are properly
handled, and valuable components are reused or recycled.

Googleâ??s Device Recycling Program

Google provides a recycling program for Pixel phones and other Google hardware. Users can trade in
old devices for credit or recycle them for free.

How it works: Visit Googleâ??s trade-in page, select the device, and receive an estimate.
Google provides a shipping label, or users can drop off the device at a partner location.
Environmental impact: Google works with certified recyclers to ensure devices are processed in
an eco-friendly manner.

LG Electronics Recycling Program

LG offers a free recycling program for its smartphones and other electronics. The company partners
with e-Stewards-certified recyclers to ensure responsible disposal.

How it works: Users can drop off old LG devices at designated collection sites or mail them in
using a prepaid label.
Environmental impact: LGâ??s program prevents e-waste from ending up in landfills and
recovers valuable materials for reuse.

2. Retailer & Carrier Recycling Programs

Several major retailers and mobile carriers provide convenient recycling options for old smartphones,
often with incentives for participation.

Best Buy Electronics Recycling

Best Buy is one of the largest electronics recyclers in the U.S., accepting old smartphones, tablets, and
other devices for free.

How it works: Customers can drop off up to three items per household per day at any Best Buy
store. The company also offers a mail-in recycling option for certain products.
Environmental impact: Best Buy partners with certified recyclers to ensure proper disposal and
material recovery.

Staples Electronics Recycling

Staples offers a free recycling program for smartphones, tablets, and other small electronics.
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How it works: Customers can bring old devices to any Staples store for recycling. The company
also provides a mail-in option for certain items.
Environmental impact: Staples works with certified recyclers to prevent e-waste pollution.

Verizon Device Recycling Program

Verizonâ??s recycling program allows customers to trade in old smartphones for credit or recycle them
for free.

How it works: Users can visit Verizonâ??s trade-in page, answer questions about the
deviceâ??s condition, and receive a shipping label. Verizon also accepts devices in-store.
Environmental impact: Verizon partners with ecoATM and other recyclers to ensure responsible
disposal.

AT&T Trade-In & Recycling

AT&T offers a trade-in program where users can exchange old smartphones for credit toward new
devices or bill payments.

How it works: Visit AT&Tâ??s trade-in page, select the device, and receive an estimate. AT&T
provides a prepaid shipping label or in-store drop-off options.
Environmental impact: AT&T ensures that devices are either refurbished or recycled
responsibly.

T-Mobile Recycling Program

T-Mobileâ??s recycling program allows customers to trade in old devices for credit or recycle them for
free.

How it works: Users can visit T-Mobileâ??s trade-in page, answer questions about the device,
and receive a shipping label. In-store drop-off is also available.
Environmental impact: T-Mobile partners with certified recyclers to minimize e-waste.

3. Third-Party Recycling Services

For those who prefer not to go through manufacturers or retailers, several third-party services
specialize in electronics recycling.

ecoATM

ecoATM is a convenient kiosk-based recycling service that allows users to sell or recycle old
smartphones instantly.

How it works: Users can find an ecoATM kiosk in retail stores, insert their old smartphone, and
receive an instant cash offer or recycling option.
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Environmental impact: ecoATM ensures that devices are either refurbished or recycled
responsibly.

Gazelle

Gazelle is an online marketplace that buys and recycles old smartphones, tablets, and other
electronics.

How it works: Users visit Gazelleâ??s website, select their device, answer a few questions about
its condition, and receive an offer. Gazelle provides a prepaid shipping label.
Environmental impact: Gazelle refurbishes devices for resale or recycles them through certified
partners.

Call2Recycle

Call2Recycle is a nonprofit organization that specializes in battery and electronics recycling.

How it works: Users can find a drop-off location near them to recycle old smartphones and
batteries.
Environmental impact: Call2Recycle ensures that batteries and electronics are processed safely
to prevent environmental harm.

Earth911

Earth911 is a comprehensive recycling directory that helps users find local electronics recycling
centers.

How it works: Visit Earth911â??s website, enter the device type and location, and find nearby
recycling options.
Environmental impact: Earth911 connects users with certified recyclers to ensure responsible
disposal.

4. Nonprofit & Charitable Recycling Programs

For those who want to donate their old smartphones to a good cause, several nonprofit organizations
accept used devices for refurbishment and redistribution.

Cell Phones for Soldiers

This nonprofit provides free communication services to active-duty military members and veterans by
recycling old smartphones.

How it works: Users can mail in old devices to Cell Phones for Soldiers, where they are
refurbished or recycled to fund phone cards for troops.
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Environmental & social impact: The program reduces e-waste while supporting military
personnel.

Hope Phones

Hope Phones is a program by Medic Mobile that recycles old smartphones to support healthcare
workers in developing countries.

How it works: Users can mail in old devices to Hope Phones, where they are refurbished and
distributed to healthcare workers.
Environmental & social impact: The program helps reduce e-waste while improving healthcare
access in underserved communities.

World Computer Exchange

This nonprofit refurbishes old electronics, including smartphones, and donates them to schools and
communities in need.

How it works: Users can donate devices to World Computer Exchange, which refurbishes and
distributes them to educational institutions.
Environmental & social impact: The program reduces e-waste while promoting digital inclusion.

Why Recycling Old Smartphones Matters

Recycling old smartphones is crucial for several reasons:

Reduces e-waste: Millions of tons of e-waste end up in landfills each year, releasing toxic
chemicals into the environment.
Conserves resources: Smartphones contain valuable materials like gold, silver, and rare earth
metals that can be recovered and reused.
Prevents pollution: Improper disposal of electronics can contaminate soil and water with
hazardous substances like lead and mercury.
Supports the circular economy: Recycling and refurbishing old devices reduce the need for
new raw materials, lowering the environmental impact of manufacturing.

How to Prepare Your Smartphone for Recycling

Before recycling an old smartphone, follow these steps to protect personal data and ensure the device
is ready for processing:

1. Back up data â?? Transfer photos, contacts, and files to a computer or cloud service.
2. Factory reset â?? Erase all personal data by performing a factory reset (Settings > General >

Reset > Erase All Content and Settings).
3. Remove SIM & SD cards â?? Take out any removable storage or SIM cards.
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4. Check for trade-in value â?? Some programs offer credit for functional devices.
5. Choose a recycling program â?? Select a manufacturer, retailer, or third-party service based on

convenience and incentives.

Conclusion

Recycling old smartphones is an easy and impactful way to reduce e-waste, conserve resources, and
support environmental sustainability. Whether through manufacturer take-back programs, retailer
recycling initiatives, third-party services, or charitable donations, there are numerous options available
for responsibly disposing of old devices. By choosing one of the best electronics recycling programs,
consumers can ensure their old smartphones are either refurbished for reuse or recycled in an eco-
friendly manner, contributing to a greener future.
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