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Portrait mode photography has become a defining feature of modern smartphones, allowing users to
capture professional-quality images with stunning bokeh effects, sharp subject isolation, and refined
depth control. Whether youâ??re a photography enthusiast, a social media influencer, or simply
someone who loves taking high-quality portraits, choosing the right smartphone can make a significant
difference.

In this article, we explore the best smartphones for portrait mode photography in 2024, analyzing
their camera systems, computational photography capabilities, and real-world performance to help you
make an informed decision.

Key Features to Look for in a Portrait Mode Smartphone

Before diving into the best devices, itâ??s essential to understand the key features that contribute to
exceptional portrait photography:

1. Dual or Multi-Camera Setup â?? A primary wide lens paired with a telephoto or depth-sensing
camera enhances subject separation and background blur.

2. Large Aperture (Wide f-stop) â?? A lower f-number (e.g., f/1.5 or f/1.8) allows more light,
improving low-light performance and creating a shallower depth of field.

3. Computational Photography & AI â?? Advanced algorithms refine edge detection, skin tones,
and bokeh effects for more natural-looking portraits.

4. High-Resolution Sensors â?? Larger sensors (e.g., 1-inch or 50MP+) capture more detail and
dynamic range.

5. Optical Image Stabilization (OIS) â?? Reduces blur from handshake, ensuring sharper portraits.
6. Manual Controls & Pro Mode â?? Allows adjustments to ISO, shutter speed, and focus for

creative control.
7. Front Camera Quality â?? A high-resolution selfie camera with portrait mode is crucial for self-

portraits.

Best Smartphones for Portrait Mode Photography in 2024

1. iPhone 15 Pro Max â?? Best Overall for Portrait Photography
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Key Specifications:
â?? Main Camera: 48MP (f/1.78) + 12MP (f/2.8) 5x periscope telephoto + 12MP (f/2.2) ultrawide
â?? Front Camera: 12MP (f/1.9) with autofocus
â?? Sensor Size: 1/1.28â?³ (main)
â?? Computational Features: Deep Fusion, Photonic Engine, Smart HDR 5, Portrait Lighting
â?? Video: 4K HDR Dolby Vision

Why Itâ??s the Best?
Appleâ??s iPhone 15 Pro Max sets the benchmark for portrait photography with its exceptional edge
detection, natural bokeh, and advanced computational processing. The 48MP main sensor
captures incredible detail, while the 5x periscope telephoto lens allows for stunning close-ups with
beautiful background separation.

The Portrait Mode in iPhones is unmatched in accuracy, thanks to LiDAR scanning (on Pro models),
which enhances depth mapping. The Photonic Engine ensures excellent low-light performance, and
Portrait Lighting effects (Natural, Studio, Contour, Stage, etc.) add professional-grade enhancements.

Best For: Professional photographers, content creators, and anyone who wants the most refined
portrait experience.

2. Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra â?? Best Android Alternative

Key Specifications:
â?? Main Camera: 200MP (f/1.7) + 12MP (f/2.2) ultrawide + 50MP (f/3.4) 5x periscope telephoto +
10MP (f/2.4) 3x telephoto
â?? Front Camera: 12MP (f/2.2)
â?? Sensor Size: 1/1.3â?³ (main)
â?? Computational Features: AI-powered scene optimization, Expert RAW, Single Take
â?? Video: 8K@30fps, 4K@120fps

Why Itâ??s Great?
The Galaxy S24 Ultra is Samsungâ??s flagship powerhouse, offering unparalleled versatility with its
quad-camera setup. The 200MP main sensor delivers incredible detail, while the 5x periscope
telephoto is perfect for zoomed-in portraits with stunning bokeh.

Samsungâ??s AI-powered portrait mode excels in edge detection and skin tone refinement,
making subjects look natural. The Expert RAW app allows manual adjustments, and Single Take
mode captures multiple portrait variations in one shot.

Best For: Android users who want a highly customizable and feature-rich portrait photography
experience.

3. Google Pixel 8 Pro â?? Best for AI-Powered Portraits

Key Specifications:
â?? Main Camera: 50MP (f/1.68) + 48MP (f/1.95) ultrawide + 48MP (f/2.8) 5x telephoto
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â?? Front Camera: 10.5MP (f/2.2)
â?? Sensor Size: 1/1.31â?³ (main)
â?? Computational Features: Magic Editor, Best Take, Real Tone, Night Sight Portrait
â?? Video: 4K@60fps, 10-bit HDR

Why Itâ??s Great?
Googleâ??s Pixel 8 Pro is a computational photography powerhouse, thanks to its Tensor G3 chip
and AI-driven enhancements. The 50MP main sensor captures sharp, vibrant images, while Night
Sight Portrait ensures excellent low-light performance.

The Magic Editor allows post-processing adjustments (e.g., relighting, object removal), and Best
Take selects the best facial expressions from a burst shot. Googleâ??s Real Tone technology ensures
accurate skin tones for all ethnicities.

Best For: Users who prioritize AI-enhanced editing and natural-looking portraits with minimal effort.

4. Xiaomi 14 Ultra â?? Best for Professional-Grade Portraits

Key Specifications:
â?? Main Camera: 50MP (f/1.6 or f/4.0 variable aperture) + 50MP (f/1.8) ultrawide + 50MP (f/1.8) 3.2x
telephoto + 50MP (f/2.5) 5x periscope telephoto
â?? Front Camera: 32MP (f/2.0)
â?? Sensor Size: 1-inch (main)
â?? Computational Features: Leica-tuned imaging, HyperOIS, Pro Mode with RAW support
â?? Video: 8K@24fps, 4K@120fps

Why Itâ??s Great?
The Xiaomi 14 Ultra is a photography beast, featuring a 1-inch Sony IMX989 sensorâ??the largest
in any smartphone. The variable aperture (f/1.6 to f/4.0) allows manual control over depth of field,
making it ideal for DSLR-like portraits.

The Leica-tuned cameras deliver cinematic color science, while HyperOIS ensures sharp images.
The 5x periscope telephoto is excellent for detailed close-ups, and the Pro Mode offers full manual
control for professional photographers.

Best For: Enthusiasts who want DSLR-level control and cinematic portrait quality.

5. OnePlus 12 â?? Best Value for Portrait Photography

Key Specifications:
â?? Main Camera: 50MP (f/1.6) + 48MP (f/2.2) ultrawide + 64MP (f/2.6) 3x periscope telephoto
â?? Front Camera: 32MP (f/2.4)
â?? Sensor Size: 1/1.4â?³ (main)
â?? Computational Features: Hasselblad tuning, Nightscape Portrait, Pro Mode
â?? Video: 8K@24fps, 4K@60fps
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Why Itâ??s Great?
The OnePlus 12 offers premium portrait capabilities at a competitive price. The 50MP Sony LYT-
808 sensor captures excellent detail and dynamic range, while the 3x periscope telephoto
provides sharp zoomed-in portraits.

Hasselbladâ??s color tuning ensures natural skin tones, and Nightscape Portrait improves low-
light performance. The Pro Mode allows manual adjustments, making it a great choice for budget-
conscious photographers.

Best For: Users who want high-end portrait performance without the flagship price.

6. Sony Xperia 1 V â?? Best for Manual Control & Video Portraits

Key Specifications:
â?? Main Camera: 48MP (f/1.9) + 12MP (f/2.2) ultrawide + 12MP (f/2.3) 3.5x-5.2x telephoto
â?? Front Camera: 12MP (f/2.0)
â?? Sensor Size: 1/1.35â?³ (main)
â?? Computational Features: Real-time Eye AF, Cinema Pro, Photography Pro
â?? Video: 4K@120fps, 8K@24fps

Why Itâ??s Great?
The Sony Xperia 1 V is a filmmakerâ??s dream, offering unmatched manual controls for both
photos and videos. The 48MP main sensor delivers exceptional detail, while Real-time Eye AF
ensures sharp focus on subjects.

The Photography Pro app provides DSLR-like controls, and the Cinema Pro mode allows
professional-grade video portraits. The telephoto lens is great for zoomed-in portraits with
natural bokeh.

Best For: Videographers and photographers who want full creative control over their portraits.

Final Verdict: Which Smartphone Should You Choose?

Smartphone Best For Key Strengths

iPhone 15 Pro Max Best overall portrait experience
LiDAR depth sensing, natural bokeh,
ProRes video

Samsung Galaxy S24
Ultra

Best Android alternative
200MP sensor, 5x periscope, AI
enhancements

Google Pixel 8 Pro Best AI-powered portraits Magic Editor, Best Take, Real Tone

Xiaomi 14 Ultra
Best for professional-grade
portraits

1-inch sensor, variable aperture, Leica
tuning

OnePlus 12
Best value for portrait
photography

Hasselblad tuning, Nightscape Portrait
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Smartphone Best For Key Strengths

Sony Xperia 1 V Best for manual control & video
Real-time Eye AF, Cinema Pro,
Photography Pro

Recommendations Based on Needs:

For the best overall portrait experience â?? iPhone 15 Pro Max
For Android users who want versatility â?? Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra
For AI-enhanced editing & ease of use â?? Google Pixel 8 Pro
For professional photographers â?? Xiaomi 14 Ultra
For budget-friendly premium performance â?? OnePlus 12
For videographers & manual control â?? Sony Xperia 1 V

Conclusion

Portrait mode photography has evolved significantly, with modern smartphones offering DSLR-like
quality in a compact form. Whether you prioritize AI enhancements, manual controls, or
professional-grade sensors, thereâ??s a smartphone tailored to your needs.

The iPhone 15 Pro Max remains the gold standard for portrait photography, but Android alternatives
like the Galaxy S24 Ultra, Pixel 8 Pro, and Xiaomi 14 Ultra provide excellent competition with
unique strengths.

By considering sensor size, aperture, computational photography, and manual controls, you can
select the best smartphone to capture stunning, professional-quality portraits in any setting.
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