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Best Smartphones for Watching Movies and
Shows in 2024
In an era where streaming services dominate entertainment, having a smartphone with an exceptional
display, immersive audio, and long battery life is essential for an optimal viewing experience. Whether
youâ??re binge-watching your favorite series, enjoying a blockbuster movie, or catching up on
YouTube content, the right smartphone can make all the difference.

This guide explores the best smartphones for watching movies and shows, focusing on key
features such as display quality, audio performance, battery life, and overall multimedia
capabilities. From flagship models to budget-friendly options, here are the top contenders in 2024.

Key Features to Consider for a Great Movie-Watching
Experience

Before diving into the best smartphones, itâ??s important to understand the features that enhance
video playback:

1. Display Quality â?? A high-resolution screen with OLED or AMOLED technology, HDR
support, and high refresh rates ensures vibrant colors, deep blacks, and smooth motion.

2. Screen Size & Aspect Ratio â?? Larger screens (6.5 inches and above) with 18:9 or 21:9
aspect ratios provide a more cinematic experience.

3. Audio Performance â?? Stereo speakers, Dolby Atmos support, and high-fidelity audio
make a significant difference in immersion.

4. Battery Life â?? Long battery life ensures uninterrupted viewing, especially for marathon
sessions.

5. Storage & Streaming Support â?? Ample storage (128GB+) and 5G/Wi-Fi 6 support allow for
smooth streaming and offline downloads.

6. HDR & Color Accuracy â?? HDR10+ and Dolby Vision support enhances contrast and
brightness for a theater-like experience.

Best Smartphones for Watching Movies & Shows in 2024

1. Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra â?? Best Overall for Multimedia
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Why Itâ??s Great for Movies & Shows:
â?? 6.8-inch Dynamic AMOLED 2X display with QHD+ resolution (3120 x 1440), 120Hz refresh
rate, and HDR10+ support.
â?? Peak brightness of 2,600 nits ensures excellent visibility even in bright sunlight.
â?? Stereo speakers tuned by AKG with Dolby Atmos for immersive sound.
â?? 5,000mAh battery with fast charging (45W wired, 15W wireless) for long viewing sessions.
â?? One UI 6.1 optimizes video playback with adaptive refresh rate and blue light filter.
â?? 5G and Wi-Fi 6E for seamless streaming.

Downsides:
â?? Expensive (flagship pricing).
â?? Large size may not be ideal for one-handed use.

Best For: Users who want the best possible display and audio in a premium smartphone.

2. iPhone 15 Pro Max â?? Best for iOS & Streaming Apps

Why Itâ??s Great for Movies & Shows:
â?? 6.7-inch Super Retina XDR OLED display with 2,000 nits peak brightness and ProMotion
(120Hz).
â?? Dolby Vision HDR support for cinema-grade video playback.
â?? Spatial Audio with Dolby Atmos for an immersive soundstage.
â?? A17 Pro chip ensures smooth 4K HDR playback without lag.
â?? Excellent app ecosystem (Apple TV+, Netflix, Disney+, etc.) with offline downloads.
â?? 5,300mAh battery with optimized iOS power management.

Downsides:
â?? No expandable storage (limited to 1TB max).
â?? No USB-C to HDMI adapter (unlike some Android phones).

Best For: iOS users who prioritize seamless streaming, HDR quality, and long-term software
support.

3. OnePlus 12 â?? Best Value Flagship for Media Consumption

Why Itâ??s Great for Movies & Shows:
â?? 6.82-inch 2K LTPO AMOLED display with 120Hz refresh rate and 4,500 nits peak brightness.
â?? HDR10+ and Dolby Vision support for vibrant, high-contrast visuals.
â?? Dual stereo speakers with Dolby Atmos for rich, distortion-free audio.
â?? 5,400mAh battery with 100W fast charging (full charge in ~26 minutes).
â?? Snapdragon 8 Gen 3 ensures smooth 4K playback and gaming.
â?? OxygenOS 14 provides clean software with minimal bloat.

Downsides:
â?? No wireless charging in some regions.
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â?? Color calibration can be slightly oversaturated.

Best For: Users who want a premium Android experience at a slightly lower price than Samsung
or Apple.

4. Sony Xperia 1 V â?? Best for Cinematic Viewing & Creators

Why Itâ??s Great for Movies & Shows:
â?? 6.5-inch 4K HDR OLED display with 21:9 aspect ratio (cinematic format).
â?? 120Hz refresh rate and BRAVIA HDR remastering for theater-like visuals.
â?? Triple stereo speakers with Dolby Atmos for 360-degree sound.
â?? Snapdragon 8 Gen 2 ensures smooth 4K playback and low latency.
â?? 5,000mAh battery with 30W fast charging.
â?? HDMI output support (via USB-C) for external display connectivity.

Downsides:
â?? Expensive (similar to Galaxy S24 Ultra).
â?? 4K display drains battery faster than QHD+ phones.

Best For: Movie enthusiasts and content creators who want a true cinematic experience on a
smartphone.

5. Google Pixel 8 Pro â?? Best for AI-Enhanced Viewing

Why Itâ??s Great for Movies & Shows:
â?? 6.7-inch LTPO OLED display with 120Hz refresh rate and 2,400 nits peak brightness.
â?? HDR10+ and Dolby Vision support for stunning contrast and colors.
â?? Tensor G3 chip enables AI-powered video enhancements (e.g., Magic Editor).
â?? Stereo speakers with spatial audio for immersive sound.
â?? 5,050mAh battery with 27W fast charging and 7 years of software updates.
â?? Google TV integration for seamless streaming.

Downsides:
â?? Slower charging compared to OnePlus and Samsung.
â?? No expandable storage.

Best For: Users who want AI-enhanced video playback and long-term software support.

6. Xiaomi 14 Ultra â?? Best for Photography & Video Playback

Why Itâ??s Great for Movies & Shows:
â?? 6.73-inch 2K AMOLED display with 120Hz LTPO and 3,000 nits peak brightness.
â?? Dolby Vision and HDR10+ support for cinematic visuals.
â?? Quad stereo speakers with Dolby Atmos for premium audio.
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â?? Snapdragon 8 Gen 3 ensures smooth 4K HDR playback.
â?? 5,300mAh battery with 90W fast charging (0-100% in ~33 minutes).
â?? Leica-tuned display for accurate color reproduction.

Downsides:
â?? Limited global availability (mostly in China/Europe).
â?? MIUI can be bloated compared to OxygenOS or One UI.

Best For: Users who want a high-end display with Leica tuning for photography and video
playback.

7. Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 5 â?? Best Foldable for Movie Lovers

Why Itâ??s Great for Movies & Shows:
â?? 7.6-inch Dynamic AMOLED 2X inner display (when unfolded) with 120Hz refresh rate.
â?? 6.2-inch cover display for quick media control.
â?? HDR10+ and Dolby Vision support for stunning visuals.
â?? Stereo speakers with Dolby Atmos for immersive sound.
â?? 4,400mAh battery (lasts a full day with moderate use).
â?? Flex Mode allows hands-free viewing (great for Netflix/YouTube).

Downsides:
â?? Expensive (foldable premium pricing).
â?? Battery life is weaker than non-foldable flagships.

Best For: Users who want a large, immersive display in a compact foldable form factor.

8. Motorola Edge 40 Pro â?? Best Mid-Range Option

Why Itâ??s Great for Movies & Shows:
â?? 6.67-inch pOLED display with 165Hz refresh rate and 1,300 nits peak brightness.
â?? HDR10+ and Dolby Vision support for great contrast.
â?? Stereo speakers with Dolby Atmos for decent audio quality.
â?? 5,000mAh battery with 68W fast charging.
â?? Snapdragon 8 Gen 2 ensures smooth 4K playback.
â?? Near-stock Android with 3 years of updates.

Downsides:
â?? No wireless charging in some regions.
â?? Speaker quality is good but not flagship-level.

Best For: Users who want a high-refresh-rate display and great battery life at a mid-range price.
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Final Verdict: Which Smartphone is Best for Watching Movies &
Shows?

Category Best Smartphone Runner-Up
Best Overall Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra iPhone 15 Pro Max

Best for iOS Users iPhone 15 Pro Max iPhone 15 Plus

Best Value Flagship OnePlus 12 Google Pixel 8 Pro

Best for Cinematic View Sony Xperia 1 V Xiaomi 14 Ultra

Best Foldable Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 5 OnePlus Open

Best Mid-Range Motorola Edge 40 Pro Nothing Phone (2)

Recommendations Based on Budget:

Premium ($1,000+): Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra, iPhone 15 Pro Max, Sony Xperia 1 V
Mid-Range ($600-$900): OnePlus 12, Google Pixel 8 Pro, Xiaomi 14 Ultra
Budget ($400-$600): Motorola Edge 40 Pro, Nothing Phone (2), Samsung Galaxy S23 FE

Conclusion

Choosing the best smartphone for watching movies and shows depends on your budget,
preferred ecosystem (iOS/Android), and priorities (display, audio, battery life). The Samsung
Galaxy S24 Ultra stands out as the best overall due to its stunning display, immersive audio, and
long battery life, while the iPhone 15 Pro Max is ideal for iOS users who want seamless streaming
and HDR quality.

For budget-conscious buyers, the Motorola Edge 40 Pro offers great value, while foldable
enthusiasts should consider the Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 5 for a unique, immersive experience.

No matter which smartphone you choose, prioritizing a high-quality OLED display, strong audio,
and long battery life will ensure the best possible movie and show-watching experience on the go.
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