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Best Prepaid Plans for Unlocked Smartphones
in 2024
Unlocked smartphones offer flexibility, allowing users to switch between carriers without being tied to a
long-term contract. For those who prefer prepaid plansâ??whether to avoid credit checks, control
spending, or enjoy no-commitment serviceâ??there are numerous high-quality options available. This
guide explores the best prepaid plans for unlocked smartphones, comparing pricing, coverage, data
speeds, and additional perks to help you make an informed decision.

Why Choose a Prepaid Plan for an Unlocked Smartphone?

Before diving into the best plans, itâ??s important to understand the advantages of pairing an unlocked
phone with a prepaid service:

1. No Contracts or Credit Checks â?? Prepaid plans require no long-term commitment, making
them ideal for those who want flexibility.

2. Cost Control â?? Pay-as-you-go or monthly plans prevent bill shock with predictable pricing.
3. Carrier Flexibility â?? Unlocked phones work with multiple carriers, allowing users to switch

providers easily.
4. No Hidden Fees â?? Many prepaid plans include taxes and fees upfront, simplifying budgeting.
5. International Use â?? Some prepaid plans offer affordable roaming or international calling

options.

Best Prepaid Plans for Unlocked Smartphones

When selecting a prepaid plan, key factors to consider include:
â?? Coverage & Network Quality (T-Mobile, AT&T, Verizon, or MVNOs)
â?? Data Allowance (Unlimited vs. tiered plans)
â?? Hotspot Usage (If tethering is needed)
â?? International Features (Calling, texting, or data abroad)
â?? Price & Value (Cost per GB, discounts for auto-pay)

Below are the top prepaid plans for unlocked smartphones in 2024, categorized by network and use
case.
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1. Best Unlimited Data Plans

For heavy data users who want no throttling or deprioritization, these unlimited plans are excellent
choices.

A. Mint Mobile â?? Unlimited Plan

Price: $30/month (when purchasing a 3-month plan)
Network: T-Mobile (5G & 4G LTE)
Data: Unlimited (40GB high-speed before deprioritization)
Hotspot: 10GB high-speed
Perks: Free international calls to 80+ countries, Wi-Fi calling, and texting
Best For: Budget-conscious users who want premium T-Mobile coverage

Why Itâ??s Great:
Mint Mobile offers one of the best values for unlimited data, especially when purchased in bulk (3, 6, or
12-month plans). The 12-month plan drops the price to just $20/month, making it one of the cheapest
unlimited options.

B. Visible+ (by Verizon)

Price: $45/month (with party pay discounts, as low as $30/month)
Network: Verizon (5G Ultra Wideband & nationwide 5G)
Data: Unlimited (50GB premium data before deprioritization)
Hotspot: 50GB high-speed
Perks: Unlimited talk & text to Mexico & Canada, spam protection, and Disney+ included
Best For: Verizon network users who want premium coverage

Why Itâ??s Great:
Visible+ runs on Verizonâ??s top-tier network, offering strong rural and urban coverage. The party pay
feature allows groups to save, making it one of the most affordable Verizon-based unlimited plans.

C. Metro by T-Mobile â?? Unlimited Plan

Price: $50/month (with auto-pay)
Network: T-Mobile (5G & 4G LTE)
Data: Unlimited (35GB high-speed before deprioritization)
Hotspot: 15GB high-speed
Perks: 100GB Google One storage, Amazon Prime included, unlimited talk & text to Mexico &
Canada
Best For: T-Mobile users who want extra perks

Why Itâ??s Great:
Metro by T-Mobile provides strong value with included Amazon Prime and Google One storage. Itâ??s
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a great choice for those who want T-Mobileâ??s fast 5G network without a contract.

2. Best Budget-Friendly Prepaid Plans (Limited Data)

For light to moderate users who donâ??t need unlimited data, these plans offer excellent value.

A. Tello â?? Customizable Plans

Price: Starts at $10/month (1GB) up to $29/month (Unlimited)
Network: T-Mobile (5G & 4G LTE)
Data: 1GB to Unlimited (with throttling after 25GB)
Hotspot: Included on all plans
Perks: Free international calling to 60+ countries, no contracts
Best For: Users who want flexibility in data amounts

Why Itâ??s Great:
Tello allows users to mix and match data, minutes, and texts, making it ideal for those who want a truly
customizable plan. The $19/month 10GB plan is one of the best values for moderate data users.

B. US Mobile â?? Flexible Plans

Price: Starts at $15/month (5GB) up to $30/month (Unlimited)
Network: T-Mobile or Verizon (userâ??s choice)
Data: 5GB to Unlimited (with 50GB premium data on Unlimited)
Hotspot: Included on all plans
Perks: Free international texting, Wi-Fi calling, and customizable plans
Best For: Users who want Verizon or T-Mobile coverage with no contracts

Why Itâ??s Great:
US Mobile offers two network options (T-Mobile or Verizon) and allows users to adjust data monthly
. The $25/month 15GB plan is a standout for those who need a balance between cost and data.

C. Red Pocket â?? Multi-Network Plans

Price: Starts at $10/month (1GB) up to $50/month (Unlimited)
Network: AT&T, T-Mobile, Verizon, or Sprint (userâ??s choice)
Data: 1GB to Unlimited (with throttling after 22GB on Unlimited)
Hotspot: Included on most plans
Perks: Free international calling to 70+ countries, no contracts
Best For: Users who want to switch between major networks

Why Itâ??s Great:
Red Pocket is one of the few MVNOs that supports all four major networks, making it a great choice
for those who travel frequently and need reliable coverage.
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3. Best Prepaid Plans for Hotspot Use

For users who need mobile hotspot data for laptops, tablets, or other devices, these plans offer
generous hotspot allowances.

A. Visible+ (Verizon) â?? 50GB Hotspot

Price: $45/month
Hotspot: 50GB high-speed
Network: Verizon (best for rural areas)
Best For: Heavy hotspot users on Verizonâ??s network

B. Mint Mobile â?? 10GB Hotspot

Price: $30/month (Unlimited plan)
Hotspot: 10GB high-speed
Network: T-Mobile (fast 5G speeds)
Best For: Budget hotspot users on T-Mobile

C. Google Fi â?? Flexible Hotspot

Price: $20/month (unlimited talk & text) + $10/GB
Hotspot: Full-speed data (no separate limit)
Network: T-Mobile, US Cellular, and Wi-Fi (automatically switches)
Best For: Users who want seamless network switching

Why Itâ??s Great:
Google Fiâ??s pay-as-you-go data model is perfect for occasional hotspot users. The $70/month
Unlimited Plus plan includes 20GB of hotspot data.

4. Best Prepaid Plans for International Use

For travelers or those who frequently call abroad, these plans offer affordable international features.

A. Airalo (eSIM) â?? Global Data Plans

Price: Starts at $4.50 for 1GB (7-day plan)
Coverage: 200+ countries
Best For: Frequent international travelers

Why Itâ??s Great:
Airalo provides short-term data plans for travelers without requiring a physical SIM. Itâ??s ideal for
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unlocked eSIM-compatible phones.

B. Ultra Mobile â?? International Calling & Data

Price: $19/month (2GB) up to $59/month (Unlimited)
Network: T-Mobile
Perks: Free international calling to 80+ countries, 10GB high-speed hotspot
Best For: Users who need frequent international calling

C. Lycamobile â?? International Focused

Price: $23/month (Unlimited talk & text + 6GB data)
Network: T-Mobile
Perks: Free international calling to 75+ countries, no contracts
Best For: Immigrants and frequent international callers

How to Choose the Best Prepaid Plan for Your Unlocked Phone

1. Check Network Compatibility â?? Ensure your unlocked phone supports the carrierâ??s bands
(e.g., Verizon uses CDMA/LTE, while T-Mobile and AT&T use GSM).

2. Assess Data Needs â?? If you stream videos or use hotspots, opt for unlimited or high-data
plans.

3. Compare Coverage â?? Use coverage maps from T-Mobile, Verizon, or AT&T to see which
network works best in your area.

4. Look for Perks â?? Some plans include Amazon Prime, Disney+, or Google One storage.
5. Consider International Use â?? If you travel often, choose a plan with free international calling

or global data.
6. Check for Discounts â?? Many carriers offer auto-pay discounts or multi-line savings.

Final Verdict: Best Prepaid Plans by Category

Category Best Plan Price Network
Best Unlimited Value Mint Mobile (12-month) $20/month T-Mobile

Best Verizon Unlimited Visible+ $30-$45/month Verizon

Best Budget Plan Tello (10GB) $19/month T-Mobile

Best Hotspot Plan Visible+ $45/month Verizon

Best International Ultra Mobile $19-$59/month T-Mobile

Best Flexible Plan US Mobile $15-$30/month T-Mobile/Verizon
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Conclusion

Unlocked smartphones paired with prepaid plans provide flexibility, cost savings, and no contracts,
making them an excellent choice for budget-conscious users, travelers, and those who want control
over their mobile spending. Whether you need unlimited data, a budget-friendly option, or
international features, thereâ??s a prepaid plan tailored to your needs.

By comparing coverage, data allowances, hotspot usage, and additional perks, you can find the
perfect prepaid plan for your unlocked smartphone in 2024.
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