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Understanding Punch-Hole vs. Notch Camera
Designs in Smartphones
The evolution of smartphone design has been marked by a relentless pursuit of maximizing screen real
estate while minimizing bezels. Two prominent solutions that have emerged to accommodate front-
facing cameras without compromising display space are the punch-hole and notch designs. Both
approaches serve the same fundamental purposeâ??housing the selfie camera and other
sensorsâ??but they differ significantly in aesthetics, functionality, and user experience. This article
explores the key differences between punch-hole and notch camera designs, their advantages and
disadvantages, and their impact on modern smartphone displays.

1. What Are Punch-Hole and Notch Camera Designs?

1.1 Notch Design

The notch was one of the first major innovations in bezel-less smartphone design. Introduced by
Essential in 2017 and popularized by Appleâ??s iPhone X later that year, the notch is a cutout at the
top of the display that houses the front-facing camera, speaker, proximity sensor, and sometimes
additional components like Face ID sensors.

Notches come in various shapes and sizes:
â?? Waterdrop Notch â?? A small, teardrop-shaped cutout (e.g., OnePlus 6T, Samsung Galaxy A50).
â?? Wide Notch â?? A larger, more rectangular cutout (e.g., iPhone X, Google Pixel 3 XL).
â?? Teardrop Notch â?? A minimalistic, elongated notch (e.g., Huawei P20 Pro).

1.2 Punch-Hole Design

The punch-hole design, also known as a hole-punch or dot-drop camera, is a more recent innovation
that further reduces screen obstruction. Instead of a large notch, a small circular or pill-shaped hole is
drilled directly into the display to accommodate the front camera. This design was first introduced by
Samsung in the Galaxy A8s (2018) and later adopted in flagship models like the Galaxy S10 series.

Punch-hole variations include:
â?? Single Punch-Hole â?? A single circular cutout (e.g., Samsung Galaxy S21, Xiaomi Mi 11).
â?? Dual Punch-Hole â?? Two small holes for dual front cameras (e.g., Samsung Galaxy S20+,
Huawei P40 Pro).
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â?? Pill-Shaped Punch-Hole â?? An elongated cutout for multiple sensors (e.g., Google Pixel 7 Pro).

2. Key Differences Between Punch-Hole and Notch Designs

Feature Punch-Hole Design Notch Design
Screen Obstruction Minimal (small hole) More noticeable (larger cutout)

Aesthetics Sleeker, more modern More traditional, some find it intrusive

Display Utilization Higher screen-to-body ratio Lower screen-to-body ratio

Sensor Integration
Limited space (usually just the
camera)

Can house multiple sensors (Face ID, IR
blaster, etc.)

Manufacturing
Complexity

Higher (requires precise display
cutting)

Lower (easier to implement)

User Experience
Less distracting, better for full-
screen apps

Can interfere with status bar and app
content

Durability
Slightly more vulnerable to
damage

More protected due to larger cutout

3. Advantages of Punch-Hole Design

3.1 Maximized Screen Real Estate

The primary advantage of the punch-hole design is its ability to minimize screen obstruction. Since
the hole is much smaller than a notch, it allows for a near-full-screen experience, making it ideal for
media consumption, gaming, and multitasking.

3.2 Aesthetic Appeal

Many users find the punch-hole design more visually appealing than notches. The small, discreet
hole blends better with the display, especially in dark mode, where it becomes nearly invisible.

3.3 Better for Full-Screen Apps

Unlike notches, which can interfere with the status bar and app content, punch-holes are less intrusive
. Apps like YouTube, Netflix, and games can utilize the full display without awkward cutouts.

3.4 Future-Proofing

As under-display camera technology improves, punch-holes may eventually be replaced by fully
invisible cameras. However, until then, the punch-hole remains the most minimalist and efficient
solution.
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4. Disadvantages of Punch-Hole Design

4.1 Limited Sensor Integration

Unlike notches, which can house multiple sensors (e.g., Face ID, ambient light sensors, IR blasters),
punch-holes are typically limited to just the front camera. This can be a drawback for devices that
rely on advanced facial recognition or other sensor-based features.

4.2 Manufacturing Challenges

Creating a precise hole in the display without damaging the panel is technically demanding. Some
early punch-hole phones had issues with screen bleeding or poor hole alignment, though these
problems have largely been resolved in modern devices.

4.3 Potential Durability Concerns

While modern punch-hole displays are durable, the small cutout could theoretically be more
vulnerable to cracks or damage compared to a larger notch. However, this is rarely a significant issue
in practice.

5. Advantages of Notch Design

5.1 Better Sensor Integration

Notches can accommodate multiple sensors, making them ideal for devices with advanced biometric
security (e.g., Appleâ??s Face ID, which requires an IR camera, dot projector, and flood illuminator).
This makes notches a practical choice for high-end smartphones that prioritize security and
functionality.

5.2 Easier Manufacturing

Compared to punch-holes, notches are simpler to implement in smartphone displays. Since the cutout
is larger, there is less risk of damaging the panel during production.

5.3 More Space for Future Tech

As smartphone technology evolves, notches may still have a role in housing new sensors (e.g., under-
display fingerprint scanners, advanced 3D cameras). The extra space allows for greater flexibility in
future hardware upgrades.

6. Disadvantages of Notch Design
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6.1 Intrusive Aesthetics

Many users find notches visually unappealing, especially when watching videos or using full-screen
apps. The large cutout can disrupt the immersive experience, particularly in games and movies.

6.2 Reduced Screen-to-Body Ratio

Notches take up more display space than punch-holes, resulting in a lower screen-to-body ratio.
This can make the device feel less premium compared to punch-hole or under-display camera
alternatives.

6.3 Inconsistent App Experience

Some apps (especially games and video players) do not optimize well for notches, leading to black
bars or awkward content cropping. While most modern apps support notches, the experience is not
as seamless as with punch-hole designs.

7. Which Design is Better? Punch-Hole or Notch?

The choice between punch-hole and notch designs ultimately depends on user preferences and
priorities:

For a sleek, modern look with minimal distraction â?? Punch-hole is the better choice.
For advanced biometrics and sensor integration â?? Notch may be more practical.
For media consumption and gaming â?? Punch-hole provides a more immersive experience.
For future-proofing and hardware flexibility â?? Notch offers more space for new sensors.

Industry Trends

Punch-hole is becoming the dominant design in mid-range and flagship smartphones due to
its minimalist appeal.
Notches are declining but may persist in devices that require complex sensor arrays (e.g.,
iPhones with Face ID).
Under-display cameras (e.g., ZTE Axon 20, Xiaomi Mi 11 Ultra) are the next evolution, but
current implementations still suffer from lower image quality and higher costs.

8. Conclusion

Both punch-hole and notch designs represent important milestones in the evolution of smartphone
displays. While notches were revolutionary in their time, punch-holes have emerged as the preferred
choice for most manufacturers due to their sleek aesthetics and better screen utilization. However,
notches still hold an advantage in sensor integration, making them relevant for devices that prioritize
security and functionality over pure minimalism.

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 4
Footer Tagline



As display technology continues to advance, under-display cameras may eventually replace both
designs, offering a truly bezel-less experience. Until then, the punch-hole remains the most
balanced solution for modern smartphones, striking a perfect balance between form and function.
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