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How to Fix a Cracked Phone Screen on a
Budget
A cracked phone screen is a common yet frustrating issue that can happen to anyone. Whether itâ??s
from a drop, a bump, or an accidental slip, a damaged display can make your phone difficult to use.
While professional repairs can be expensive, there are several budget-friendly ways to fix a cracked
phone screen without breaking the bank. This guide will walk you through DIY repair options, temporary
fixes, and cost-effective solutions to restore your phoneâ??s functionality.

Assessing the Damage

Before attempting any repairs, evaluate the extent of the damage:

Minor cracks â?? Small hairline fractures that donâ??t affect touch sensitivity or display quality.
Moderate cracks â?? Visible spiderweb patterns that may cause minor touch issues but donâ??t
impair visibility.
Severe damage â?? Large cracks, missing glass, or unresponsive touchscreen, which may
require professional help.

If the damage is minor, you may be able to use temporary fixes. For moderate to severe cracks, a DIY
screen replacement may be necessary.

Temporary Fixes for Minor Cracks

If you canâ??t replace the screen immediately, these quick fixes can prevent further damage and make
your phone usable:

1. Clear Packing Tape or Screen Protector

How it works: Applying clear packing tape or a tempered glass screen protector over the crack
can prevent glass shards from falling out and reduce the risk of cuts.
Steps:
Clean the screen with a microfiber cloth to remove dust and debris.
Cut a piece of clear packing tape slightly larger than the cracked area.
Press it firmly over the crack, smoothing out air bubbles.
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Alternatively, apply a new tempered glass screen protector for better protection.

2. Toothpaste (For Superficial Scratches)

How it works: Non-gel toothpaste can fill in minor scratches, making them less noticeable.
Steps:
Apply a small amount of toothpaste to the cracked area.
Gently rub in circular motions with a soft cloth for 1-2 minutes.
Wipe off excess toothpaste with a damp cloth.
Repeat if necessary.

â? ï¸• Note: This method only works for light scratches, not deep cracks.

3. DIY Screen Filler (For Small Cracks)

How it works: A clear nail polish or super glue can temporarily fill small cracks to prevent them
from spreading.
Steps:
Clean the screen thoroughly.
Apply a tiny drop of clear nail polish or super glue to the crack.
Use a toothpick to spread it evenly.
Let it dry completely before using the phone.

â? ï¸• Warning: This method is not permanent and may affect touch sensitivity.

DIY Screen Replacement (For Moderate to Severe Cracks)

If the damage is significant, replacing the screen yourself is the most cost-effective solution. Hereâ??s
how to do it safely:

Tools Youâ??ll Need:

â?? Replacement screen (compatible with your phone model)
â?? Precision screwdriver set (Phillips, Pentalobe, or Torx, depending on the phone)
â?? Plastic pry tools (to avoid damaging the phone)
â?? Tweezers (for handling small components)
â?? Adhesive strips (for securing the new screen)
â?? Heat gun or hairdryer (to soften adhesive)
â?? Microfiber cloth (for cleaning)

Step-by-Step Guide:

1. Buy a Replacement Screen

Purchase a high-quality replacement screen from reputable sellers like:
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Amazon
eBay
iFixit (for iPhones)
Repair shops (some sell parts separately)
Ensure the screen is compatible with your phone model (e.g., iPhone 12, Samsung Galaxy
S21).

2. Power Off Your Phone

Turn off the device to avoid short-circuiting components.

3. Remove the Back Cover (If Applicable)

For phones with removable backs (e.g., older Samsung models), gently pry it off.
For sealed phones (e.g., iPhones, newer Androids), skip to the next step.

4. Heat the Edges to Loosen Adhesive

Use a heat gun or hairdryer on low heat to soften the adhesive around the screen.
Be careful not to overheat the phone.

5. Pry Open the Screen

Insert a plastic pry tool into the gap between the screen and frame.
Gently work your way around the edges to loosen the screen.
Do not force itâ??if it doesnâ??t budge, apply more heat.

6. Disconnect the Old Screen

Once the screen is loose, lift it carefully (some phones have a ribbon cable attached).
Use a screwdriver or tweezers to disconnect the display cable from the motherboard.

7. Install the New Screen

Align the new screen with the phoneâ??s frame.
Reconnect the display cable to the motherboard.
Press the screen gently into place.

8. Secure the Screen with Adhesive

Apply new adhesive strips around the edges to keep the screen in place.
Press firmly to ensure a tight seal.

9. Reassemble the Phone
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If you removed the back cover, snap it back on.
Power on the phone to test the new screen.

10. Apply a Screen Protector

Once the new screen is installed, apply a tempered glass protector to prevent future damage.

Where to Find Affordable Replacement Screens

If you donâ??t want to replace the screen yourself, consider these budget-friendly options:

1. Local Repair Shops

Some independent repair shops offer discounted rates compared to official service centers.
Ask for a quote before committingâ??some may price-match online deals.

2. Online Repair Services

Websites like uBreakIFix, iCracked, or Simply Fixable offer mail-in repairs at competitive
prices.
Check for coupons or discounts before booking.

3. Refurbished or Used Screens

Some sellers offer refurbished screens at a fraction of the cost of new ones.
Ensure the screen comes with a warranty in case of defects.

4. Phone Insurance or Warranty Claims

If your phone is under warranty or insurance, check if screen damage is covered.
Some carriers (e.g., Verizon, AT&T) offer affordable repair plans.

Preventing Future Screen Damage

Once your screen is fixed, take steps to avoid another costly repair:

â? Use a high-quality case (preferably with raised edges).
â? Apply a tempered glass screen protector (even on new phones).
â? Avoid placing your phone in pockets with keys or coins.
â? Handle your phone with careâ??avoid dropping it on hard surfaces.
â? Consider a pop socket or grip for better hold.
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Final Thoughts

Fixing a cracked phone screen on a budget is entirely possible with the right approach. Whether you
opt for a temporary fix, DIY replacement, or affordable repair service, you can restore your
phoneâ??s functionality without spending a fortune. If youâ??re unsure about DIY repairs, consult a
professional to avoid further damage.

By following these steps, you can save money and extend the life of your deviceâ??keeping it in good
condition until your next upgrade.
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