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Best Unlocked Phones for International Travel
in 2024
Traveling internationally requires reliable technology, and choosing the right unlocked phone can make
all the difference. An unlocked phone allows you to switch between local SIM cards, avoid expensive
roaming fees, and stay connected without restrictions. Whether you need a high-end flagship, a budget-
friendly option, or a durable device, this guide covers the best unlocked phones for international travel
in 2024.

Why Choose an Unlocked Phone for International Travel?

Before diving into the best options, itâ??s important to understand why an unlocked phone is ideal for
travelers:

1. SIM Card Flexibility â?? Unlocked phones allow you to use local SIM cards from different
carriers, ensuring affordable data and call rates.

2. No Roaming Fees â?? Avoid exorbitant international roaming charges by switching to a local
provider.

3. Global Compatibility â?? Many unlocked phones support multiple LTE and 5G bands, ensuring
connectivity in most countries.

4. No Carrier Restrictions â?? Unlike locked phones, unlocked devices arenâ??t tied to a single
carrier, giving you full control.

5. Resale Value â?? Unlocked phones generally retain higher resale value since they work with any
carrier.

Key Features to Look for in an Unlocked Travel Phone

When selecting an unlocked phone for international travel, consider the following factors:

1. Global LTE & 5G Band Support

Ensure the phone supports the frequency bands used in your destination countries.
Popular bands include LTE Bands 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 12, 13, 17, 20, 28, 38, 40, 41 and 5G Bands
n1, n2, n3, n5, n7, n8, n20, n28, n38, n41, n66, n77, n78, n79.
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2. Dual SIM or eSIM Support

Dual SIM (Physical + eSIM or Dual Physical SIMs) â?? Allows you to keep your home number
while using a local SIM.
eSIM â?? Eliminates the need for a physical SIM, making it easier to switch carriers digitally.

3. Battery Life & Fast Charging

Long battery life is crucial for travelers who may not always have access to charging.
Fast charging ensures quick top-ups between flights or sightseeing.

4. Durability & Water Resistance

Look for IP68 water and dust resistance (e.g., iPhone 15 Pro, Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra).
Consider MIL-STD-810G certification for ruggedness (e.g., Samsung Galaxy XCover 6 Pro).

5. Unlocked & Carrier-Agnostic

Ensure the phone is factory unlocked (not carrier-locked) and works with GSM and CDMA
networks.
Check compatibility with major carriers like AT&T, T-Mobile, Verizon, Vodafone, Orange, and
Docomo.

6. Software & Security Updates

Choose a phone with long-term software support (e.g., Google Pixel, iPhone, Samsung
Galaxy).
Regular security updates protect against vulnerabilities while traveling.

7. Camera Quality

A good camera is essential for capturing travel memories.
Look for multiple lenses, high megapixels, and computational photography (e.g., iPhone 15
Pro, Google Pixel 8 Pro).

8. Storage & Expandability

Minimum 128GB storage (256GB+ for heavy users).
MicroSD expansion (if available) is useful for extra storage.

Best Unlocked Phones for International Travel in 2024

1. Best Premium Flagship: iPhone 15 Pro & Pro Max
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Why Itâ??s Great for Travel:
â? Global 5G & LTE Band Support â?? Works in over 200 countries.
â? Dual SIM (eSIM + Physical SIM) â?? Easy carrier switching.
â? A17 Pro Chip â?? Fast performance for navigation, translation, and apps.
â? IP68 Water & Dust Resistance â?? Durable for outdoor adventures.
â? Long Software Support â?? iOS updates for 5+ years.
â? Excellent Camera â?? 48MP main sensor, ProRes video, and LiDAR for AR.
â? USB-C Port â?? Universal charging and data transfer.

Downsides:
â•? Expensive (starts at $999).
â•? No microSD expansion.

Best For: Travelers who want the best performance, camera, and ecosystem.

2. Best Android Flagship: Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra

Why Itâ??s Great for Travel:
â? Global 5G & LTE Support â?? Works with most international carriers.
â? Dual SIM (eSIM + Physical SIM) â?? Flexible carrier options.
â? Snapdragon 8 Gen 3 (Global Version) â?? Top-tier performance.
â? IP68 Water & Dust Resistance â?? Rugged for travel.
â? S Pen Included â?? Useful for notes, translations, and navigation.
â? 7 Years of Software Updates â?? Long-term security.
â? 100x Space Zoom Camera â?? Great for landscapes and architecture.

Downsides:
â•? Expensive (starts at $1,299).
â•? Large and heavy.

Best For: Android users who want a premium, feature-rich phone with long-term support.

3. Best Mid-Range Phone: Google Pixel 8 Pro

Why Itâ??s Great for Travel:
â? Excellent Global Band Support â?? Works in most countries.
â? Dual SIM (eSIM + Physical SIM) â?? Easy carrier switching.
â? Tensor G3 Chip â?? AI-powered features (real-time translation, call screening).
â? 7 Years of Software Updates â?? Best in class for Android.
â? Best Camera in Its Class â?? 50MP main sensor, Magic Editor, Night Sight.
â? IP68 Water Resistance â?? Durable for travel.
â? USB-C with Fast Charging â?? Quick top-ups.

Downsides:
â•? Battery life is good but not the best.
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â•? No microSD slot.

Best For: Travelers who prioritize software, AI features, and camera quality.

4. Best Budget Phone: Samsung Galaxy A54 5G

Why Itâ??s Great for Travel:
â? Affordable ($449) â?? Great value for money.
â? Global LTE & 5G Support â?? Works in most regions.
â? Dual SIM (Physical + eSIM) â?? Flexible carrier options.
â? IP67 Water & Dust Resistance â?? Durable for travel.
â? 4-Year Software Updates â?? Longer support than most budget phones.
â? 50MP Main Camera â?? Decent photos for the price.
â? MicroSD Expansion (Up to 1TB) â?? Extra storage for photos and videos.

Downsides:
â•? Mid-range performance (not for heavy gaming).
â•? No wireless charging.

Best For: Budget-conscious travelers who still want a reliable, unlocked phone.

5. Best Rugged Phone: Samsung Galaxy XCover 6 Pro

Why Itâ??s Great for Travel:
â? MIL-STD-810G & IP68 Certified â?? Survives drops, water, and dust.
â? Replaceable Battery â?? Swap batteries on long trips.
â? Dual SIM (Physical + eSIM) â?? Flexible carrier options.
â? Global LTE & 5G Support â?? Works in most countries.
â? Programmable Button â?? Quick access to apps (e.g., flashlight, camera).
â? MicroSD Expansion â?? Extra storage for offline maps and media.

Downsides:
â•? Bulky design.
â•? Mid-range performance.

Best For: Adventurers, hikers, and travelers who need a durable phone.

6. Best for Battery Life: ASUS ROG Phone 7 (or 8)

Why Itâ??s Great for Travel:
â? 6,000mAh Battery â?? Lasts 2+ days on a single charge.
â? Global 5G & LTE Support â?? Works in most regions.
â? Dual SIM (Physical + eSIM) â?? Easy carrier switching.
â? Snapdragon 8 Gen 2 (or 3) â?? High performance for gaming and multitasking.
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â? AirTriggers & Shoulder Buttons â?? Useful for gaming and shortcuts.
â? USB-C with Fast Charging â?? Quick top-ups.

Downsides:
â•? Heavy and bulky.
â•? Not water-resistant.

Best For: Travelers who prioritize battery life and performance.

7. Best for eSIM-Only Travel: iPhone 14 & 15 (Non-Pro Models)

Why Itâ??s Great for Travel:
â? eSIM-Only Option (iPhone 14 & 15 in US) â?? No physical SIM needed.
â? Global 5G & LTE Support â?? Works in 200+ countries.
â? A15/A16 Bionic Chip â?? Fast and efficient.
â? IP68 Water Resistance â?? Durable for travel.
â? Long Software Support â?? iOS updates for 5+ years.
â? Great Cameras â?? 12MP main sensor with computational photography.

Downsides:
â•? No microSD expansion.
â•? Base models lack Pro features (e.g., ProMotion, LiDAR).

Best For: Travelers who prefer eSIM convenience and Appleâ??s ecosystem.

Honorable Mentions

OnePlus 12 â?? Great performance, global bands, and fast charging.
Motorola Edge+ (2023) â?? Affordable flagship with long battery life.
Fairphone 5 â?? Sustainable, repairable, and ethical choice.
Sony Xperia 1 V â?? Best for media consumption and photography.

Final Recommendations

Category Best Pick Alternative
Premium Flagship iPhone 15 Pro Max Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra

Best Android Google Pixel 8 Pro OnePlus 12

Best Budget Samsung Galaxy A54 5G Motorola Edge (2023)

Best Rugged Samsung Galaxy XCover 6 Pro CAT S75

Best Battery Life ASUS ROG Phone 8 Motorola Moto G Power (2024)

Best eSIM iPhone 15 (eSIM-only) Google Pixel 8 Pro
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Tips for Using an Unlocked Phone Abroad

1. Buy a Local SIM Card â?? Purchase a prepaid SIM at the airport or local stores (e.g., Airalo for
eSIMs).

2. Check Coverage Maps â?? Use OpenSignal or Speedtest to verify carrier coverage.
3. Enable Wi-Fi Calling â?? Useful when cellular signal is weak.
4. Download Offline Maps â?? Google Maps and Maps.me work without data.
5. Use a VPN â?? Protect your data on public Wi-Fi.
6. Carry a Portable Charger â?? Ensure your phone stays powered during long travel days.
7. Backup Important Data â?? Use cloud services (iCloud, Google Drive) before traveling.

Conclusion

Choosing the best unlocked phone for international travel depends on your budget, needs, and
preferences. Premium travelers should opt for the iPhone 15 Pro or Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra,
while budget-conscious users will find great value in the Samsung Galaxy A54 5G. For adventurers
, the Samsung Galaxy XCover 6 Pro is the most durable option, and for battery life, the ASUS ROG
Phone 8 is unmatched.

No matter which phone you choose, an unlocked device ensures flexibility, cost savings, and
seamless connectivity wherever your travels take you. Safe journeys!
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