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Samsung Galaxy S10 Review: A Nostalgic Look Back

Description

Samsung Galaxy S10 Review: A Nostalgic Look
Back

In the ever-evolving world of smartphones, few devices have left as lasting an impression as the
Samsung Galaxy S10. Released in March 2019, the Galaxy S10 series marked Samsunga??s 10th-
anniversary flagship lineup, introducing groundbreaking features that set new standards for smartphone
innovation. Even years afterits release, the Galaxy S10 remains a beloved device for tech enthusiasts
and casual users alike. This retrospective review explores what made the Galaxy S10 so special, its
standout features, and why it still*holds/up today.

Design: A Premium Masterpiece

The Galaxy S10 was a design marvel, blending elegance with functionality. Samsung moved away
from the traditional glass-and-metal sandwich design of its predecessors, opting for a curved Dynamic
AMOLED display that seamlessly flowed into the aluminum frame. The Gorilla Glass 6 on both the
front and back not only enhanced durability but also gave the phone a premium, almost jewel-like
appearance.

Key Design Features:

¢ Infinity-O Display: The S10 introduced Samsunga??s punch-hole selfie camera, a first for the
Galaxy S series. This design choice maximized screen real estate while keeping bezels minimal.

e Ultrasonic Fingerprint Sensor: Unlike optical fingerprint scanners, the S10 featured an
ultrasonic in-display fingerprint sensor, offering faster and more secure biometric
authentication.

e Color Options: The S10 came in a variety of stunning colors, including Prism White, Prism
Black, Prism Green, Prism Blue, and Flamingo Pink, catering to different style preferences.

e Ergonomics: Despite its large display, the S10 was surprisingly comfortable to hold, thanks to its
slim profile (7.8mm thick) and curved edges.

Display: A Visual Feast

The 6.1-inch Dynamic AMOLED display was one of the best smartphone screens of its time&??and
arguably still holds up today. With a QHD+ resolution (3040 x 1440 pixels) and HDR10+ support, the
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S10 delivered vibrant colors, deep blacks, and exceptional contrast.
Display Highlights:

e 19:9 Aspect Ratio: The taller display provided more screen space for multitasking and media
consumption.

e Always-On Display (AOD): Samsung refined its AOD feature, allowing users to check
notifications, time, and battery status without waking the phone.

e Eye Comfort Mode: The display reduced blue light emissions, making it easier on the eyes
during prolonged use.

e Peak Brightness (1200 nits): The S104??s screen was exceptionally bright, ensuring visibility
even in direct sunlight.

Performance: Powerhouse Under the Hood

The Galaxy S10 was powered-by-the Qualcomm Snapdragon 855 (in the U.S.) or Samsunga??s
Exynos 9820 (internationally), both of whichwere flagship-tier chipsets at the time. Paired with 8GB
of RAM, the S10 handled multitasking, gaming;and heayy apps with ease.

Performance Breakdown:

e Storage Options: The S10 came in 128GB and 512GB variants, with expandable storage via a
microSD card slot (up to 512GB).

e Gaming Performance: The Adreno 640 GPU (Snapdragon) or Mali-G76 MP12 GPU (Exynos)
delivered smooth gaming experiences, even for graphically demanding titles.

e Thermal Management: Samsung implemented liquid cooling to prevent overheating during
extended gaming sessions.

e Software Optimization: The S10 launched with Android 9 Pie and Samsunga??s One Ul, which
introduced a more intuitive and user-friendly interface.

Camera: A Photography Powerhouse

The Galaxy S10a4??s camera system was one of its biggest selling points, offering versatility and
exceptional image quality. Samsung introduced a triple-lens setup, a first for the Galaxy S series,
which included:

1. 12MP Wide-Angle Lens (f/1.5-f/2.4, Dual Pixel AF, OIS)
2. 12MP Telephoto Lens (f/2.4, 2x Optical Zoom, OIS)
3. 16MP Ultra-Wide Lens (f/2.2, 123A° FOV)

Camera Features & Capabilities:
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e Ultra-Wide Photography: The 16MP ultra-wide lens allowed users to capture breathtaking
landscapes and group shots without stepping back.

e Dual Aperture (f/1.5-f/2.4): The main cameraa??s adjustable aperture improved low-light
performance by letting in more light when needed.

e Super Steady Video: Samsung introduced gimbal-like stabilization for smoother video
recording.

e Live Focus (Portrait Mode): The S10 offered real-time depth mapping for stunning bokeh
effects in both photos and videos.

¢ Pro Mode & Night Mode: Advanced users could tweak settings manually, while Night Mode
enhanced low-light photography.

Video Recording:

e 4K UHD at 60fps (with HDR10+ support)
e Super Slow-Mo (960fps at 720p)
e Hyperlapse & Super_Steady

Even by todaya??s standards, the-S10a??s camera remains competitive, especially for casual
photographers.

Battery Life & Charging

The Galaxy S10 packed a 3,400mAh battery, which was decent but not groundbreaking for its time.
However, Samsunga??s software optimizations helped extend battery life, allowing most users to get
through a full day of moderate use.

Battery & Charging Features:

e Fast Charging (15W): The S10 supported wired fast charging, replenishing the battery quickly.
e Wireless Charging (15W): Samsung included Qi wireless charging and even reverse wireless
charging, allowing users to charge other devices (like Galaxy Buds or smartwatches) by placing

them on the back of the phone.
e Power Efficiency: The Dynamic AMOLED display and One Ul optimizations helped conserve
battery life.

Software & Updates
The Galaxy S10 launched with Android 9 Pie and One Ul, which brought a cleaner, more intuitive
interface compared to Samsunga??s previous TouchWiz skin. Over the years, Samsung provided four

major Android updates, taking the S10 from Android 9 to Android 12.

Software Highlights:
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e One Ul 4.1 (Android 12): The final major update introduced improved privacy controls,
Material You theming, and enhanced performance.

e Samsung DeX: Users could connect the S10 to a monitor for a desktop-like experience.

e Bixby & Al Features: While Bixby was not as popular as Google Assistant, Samsunga??s Al
features (like Bixby Routines) added useful automation.

e Security Updates: Samsung provided regular security patches for years, ensuring the device
remained protected.

Legacy & Why the Galaxy S10 Still Holds Up

The Galaxy S10 was a defining smartphone for Samsung, introducing features that would become
staples in future flagships. Even in 2024, the S10 remains a viable option for users who want:

a? A premium design with a stunning display

a? A versatile triple-camera system

a? Strong performance for everyday tasks

a? Expandable storage & headphone jack (a rarity in modern flagships)
a? Long-term software support

While newer phones have surpassed it in raw power and camera capabilities, the S10a4??s balance of
innovation, design, and functionality ensures its place as one of Samsunga??s most iconic
devices.

Final Verdict: A Timeless Classic

The Samsung Galaxy S10 was more than just a smartphonea??it was a celebration of a decade of
Galaxy innovation. With its cutting-edge display, powerful performance, and versatile camera
system, it set a benchmark that many modern flagships still strive to match.

For those who owned the S10, it was a device that just worked&a??reliable, beautiful, and packed with
features that made everyday use a joy. Even today, it stands as a testament to Samsunga??s
engineering prowess and a reminder of how far smartphone technology has come.

While newer models have taken the spotlight, the Galaxy S10 remains a nostalgic favorite, a device
that defined an era of smartphone excellence.
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