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Description

How to Decode Samsung Galaxy Model
Numbers: A Comprehensive Guide
Samsung Galaxy smartphones and tablets come with complex model numbers that reveal key details
about the device, including its region, carrier, hardware specifications, and more. Understanding these
model numbers can help consumers make informed purchasing decisions, ensure compatibility with
networks, and identify the correct firmware for software updates.

This guide breaks down the structure of Samsung Galaxy model numbers, explains the meaning behind
each segment, and provides practical examples to decode them effectively.

Understanding the Structure of Samsung Galaxy Model
Numbers

Samsung Galaxy model numbers typically follow a standardized format, though variations exist
depending on the device type (smartphone, tablet, or wearable). The general structure is as follows:

SM-XXXXXX (or GT-XXXX for older models)

Where:
â?? SM (or GT for older devices) = Device series prefix
â?? XXXXXX = A combination of letters and numbers representing region, carrier, hardware variant,
and other specifications

For example:
â?? SM-G998B/DS (Samsung Galaxy S21 Ultra)
â?? SM-A525F/DS (Samsung Galaxy A52)
â?? SM-T510 (Samsung Galaxy Tab A 10.1)

Breaking Down the Model Number Components

1. Device Series Prefix (SM, GT, SC, etc.)

The first two letters indicate the device category:
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Prefix Meaning
SM Samsung Mobile (most modern smartphones and tablets)

GT Galaxy Tab (older tablets) or early Galaxy smartphones

SC Samsung Carriers (used for some carrier-specific models in Japan)

SGH Samsung Galaxy Handset (older models, mostly pre-2015)

SPH Sprint (older U.S. carrier models)

SCH Verizon (older U.S. carrier models)

Example:
â?? SM-G998B â?? Modern Samsung Galaxy smartphone
â?? GT-N8000 â?? Older Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1 tablet

2. Device Type & Series (First Letter After Prefix)

The first letter after the prefix indicates the device series:

Letter Series Example Models
G Galaxy S (Flagship) SM-G998 (Galaxy S21 Ultra)

N Galaxy Note (Discontinued) SM-N986 (Galaxy Note 20 Ultra)

F Galaxy Fold (Foldable) SM-F926 (Galaxy Z Fold 3)

A Galaxy A (Mid-range) SM-A525 (Galaxy A52)

M Galaxy M (Budget) SM-M325 (Galaxy M32)

T Galaxy Tab (Tablets) SM-T510 (Galaxy Tab A 10.1)

W Galaxy Watch (Wearables) SM-R860 (Galaxy Watch 4)

B Galaxy Buds (Wireless Earbuds) SM-R175 (Galaxy Buds Pro)

Example:
â?? SM-G998 â?? Galaxy S series (S21 Ultra)
â?? SM-F926 â?? Galaxy Z Fold series (Z Fold 3)
â?? SM-A525 â?? Galaxy A series (A52)

3. Model Number & Variant (Numbers After First Letter)

The numbers following the first letter represent the model and its hardware variant. This section can be
broken down into:

A. Generation & Model Number

The first two digits often indicate the generation.
The remaining digits specify the exact model.
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Examples:
â?? SM-G998 â?? Galaxy S21 Ultra (99 = 21st generation, 8 = Ultra variant)
â?? SM-A525 â?? Galaxy A52 (52 = 52nd model in the A series, 5 = mid-range variant)
â?? SM-N986 â?? Galaxy Note 20 Ultra (98 = 20th generation, 6 = Ultra variant)

B. Regional & Carrier Variations (Letters After Numbers)

After the numbers, letters indicate the region, carrier, or hardware differences:

Letter Meaning
B Global/International (Exynos chipset)

U U.S. (Snapdragon chipset, often carrier-locked)

W Canada (Snapdragon)

N Korea (Exynos or Snapdragon, depending on model)

F Europe (Exynos)

D Dual SIM (DS = Dual SIM, SS = Single SIM)

1 5G variant (e.g., SM-A526B/DS = Galaxy A52 5G)

Q Snapdragon variant (e.g., SM-G998Q = Snapdragon S21 Ultra)

Examples:
â?? SM-G998B/DS â?? Galaxy S21 Ultra (Global, Exynos, Dual SIM)
â?? SM-G998U1 â?? Galaxy S21 Ultra (U.S. Unlocked, Snapdragon)
â?? SM-A525F/DS â?? Galaxy A52 (Europe, Exynos, Dual SIM)
â?? SM-N986N â?? Galaxy Note 20 Ultra (Korea, Exynos)

4. Additional Suffixes (DS, SS, 5G, etc.)

Some model numbers include suffixes that provide extra details:

Suffix Meaning
/DS Dual SIM (Dual Standby)

/SS Single SIM

5G 5G-capable model (e.g., SM-A526B/DS)

LTE 4G LTE-only model

WiFi Wi-Fi-only tablet (e.g., SM-T510)

4G 4G variant (e.g., SM-A525F/DS)

Examples:
â?? SM-G998B/DS â?? Dual SIM
â?? SM-T510 â?? Wi-Fi-only tablet
â?? SM-A526B/DS â?? Galaxy A52 5G (Dual SIM)
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Practical Examples: Decoding Samsung Galaxy Model Numbers

Example 1: SM-G998B/DS (Galaxy S21 Ultra)

SM â?? Samsung Mobile
G â?? Galaxy S series
998 â?? 21st generation, Ultra variant
B â?? Global/International (Exynos)
/DS â?? Dual SIM

Conclusion: This is a global dual-SIM Galaxy S21 Ultra with an Exynos chipset.

Example 2: SM-F926U1 (Galaxy Z Fold 3)

SM â?? Samsung Mobile
F â?? Galaxy Fold series
926 â?? 3rd generation Fold (Z Fold 3)
U â?? U.S. model
1 â?? Unlocked (not carrier-specific)

Conclusion: This is a U.S. unlocked Galaxy Z Fold 3 with a Snapdragon chipset.

Example 3: SM-A525F/DS (Galaxy A52)

SM â?? Samsung Mobile
A â?? Galaxy A series
525 â?? 52nd model in the A series
F â?? Europe (Exynos)
/DS â?? Dual SIM

Conclusion: This is a European dual-SIM Galaxy A52 with an Exynos chipset.

Example 4: SM-T510 (Galaxy Tab A 10.1)

SM â?? Samsung Mobile
T â?? Galaxy Tab series
510 â?? 10.1-inch Wi-Fi-only model

Conclusion: This is a Wi-Fi-only Galaxy Tab A 10.1 tablet.

Why Decoding Samsung Model Numbers Matters
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1. Region & Carrier Compatibility
2. Some models are locked to specific carriers (e.g., SM-G998U for U.S. carriers).

3. International models (SM-G998B) may not support all U.S. 5G bands.

4. Hardware Differences (Exynos vs. Snapdragon)

5. Exynos (Global models) vs. Snapdragon (U.S./China models) can affect performance and
battery life.

6. Example: SM-G998B (Exynos) vs. SM-G998U (Snapdragon).

7. Software & Firmware Updates

8. Different regions receive updates at different times.

9. Carrier-locked models may have delayed updates.

10. Warranty & Support

11. Some regions have better warranty coverage than others.

12. Gray-market imports may not be eligible for local support.

13. Network & 5G Compatibility

14. 5G models (e.g., SM-A526B) vs. 4G models (e.g., SM-A525F).
15. Some 5G bands are region-specific.

How to Find Your Samsung Galaxy Model Number

If youâ??re unsure about your deviceâ??s model number, you can check it in several ways:

Method 1: Settings Menu

1. Open Settings.
2. Go to About phone (or About tablet).
3. Look for Model number or Model name.

Method 2: Behind the Battery (Older Models)

Remove the back cover and battery (if removable).
The model number is usually printed on a sticker.
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Method 3: Original Packaging

The model number is printed on the box label.

Method 4: Samsung Members App

1. Open the Samsung Members app.
2. Tap Get help â?? About phone.
3. The model number will be displayed.

Common Samsung Galaxy Model Number Variations

Model Number Region Chipset SIM Slots Notes
SM-G998B/DS Global Exynos Dual SIM International variant

SM-G998U1 U.S. Snapdragon Single SIM Unlocked

SM-G998U U.S. Snapdragon Single SIM Carrier-locked (e.g., Verizon, AT&T)

SM-G998N Korea Exynos Dual SIM Korean variant

SM-G998W Canada Snapdragon Single SIM Canadian model

SM-A525F/DS Europe Exynos Dual SIM European A52

SM-A526B/DS Global Exynos Dual SIM A52 5G

SM-F926U1 U.S. Snapdragon Single SIM Unlocked Z Fold 3

SM-T510 Global Exynos Single SIM Wi-Fi-only Tab A 10.1

Conclusion

Decoding Samsung Galaxy model numbers provides valuable insights into a deviceâ??s region, carrier
compatibility, hardware specifications, and software support. By understanding the structureâ??SM
(prefix) + Series (G, A, F, etc.) + Model Number + Region/Suffixâ??users can make better
purchasing decisions, ensure network compatibility, and identify the correct firmware for updates.

Whether youâ??re buying a new Galaxy device, importing an international model, or troubleshooting
software issues, knowing how to interpret these model numbers is an essential skill for any Samsung
user.
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