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Best Time of Year to Buy a New or Refurbished
Phone
In todayâ??s fast-paced tech world, smartphones are constantly evolving, with new models released
every year. Whether youâ??re looking for the latest flagship device or a budget-friendly refurbished
phone, timing your purchase can save you hundreds of dollars. Knowing the best time of year to buy a
new or refurbished phone ensures you get the best deal without compromising on quality.

This guide explores the optimal times to purchase a smartphone, considering seasonal sales, new
model releases, and refurbished phone availability.

1. Understanding the Smartphone Release Cycle

Most major smartphone manufacturers follow a predictable release schedule, which directly impacts
pricing. Hereâ??s a breakdown of key release cycles:

Apple (iPhone)

Release Month: September
Best Time to Buy: October â?? November (after new models launch)
Why? Apple typically announces new iPhones in early September, with sales starting later that
month. Older models see price drops immediately after the new release.

Samsung (Galaxy S & Z Series)

Release Month: February â?? March (Galaxy S) & August (Galaxy Z Fold/Flip)
Best Time to Buy: April â?? May (after Galaxy S launch) or September â?? October (after Z
series launch)
Why? Samsungâ??s flagship models drop in price a few months after release, especially when
newer variants are announced.

Google (Pixel Series)

Release Month: October
Best Time to Buy: November â?? December (Black Friday & holiday sales)
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Why? Googleâ??s Pixel phones often see discounts shortly after launch, especially during
holiday promotions.

OnePlus, Xiaomi, and Other Android Brands

Release Month: Varies (often March â?? May or September â?? October)
Best Time to Buy: 2â??3 months after launch
Why? These brands frequently discount older models when new ones are introduced.

2. Best Times of Year to Buy a New Phone

A. Post-Launch Period (1â??3 Months After Release)

When? October â?? November (iPhone), April â?? May (Samsung Galaxy S), November â??
December (Google Pixel)
Why? Retailers and carriers offer discounts on previous-generation models to clear inventory.
Best For: Those who want last yearâ??s flagship at a lower price.

B. Black Friday & Cyber Monday (Late November)

When? The Friday after Thanksgiving (U.S.) and the following Monday
Why? Major retailers (Amazon, Best Buy, Walmart) and carriers (Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile) offer
deep discounts on new phones.
Best For: Shoppers looking for the best deals on current-year models.

C. Holiday Season (December â?? Early January)

When? December 1 â?? January 1
Why? Retailers push year-end sales to meet revenue targets, often bundling phones with
accessories or gift cards.
Best For: Those who want a new phone as a gift or for personal use.

D. Amazon Prime Day (July)

When? Mid-July (varies yearly)
Why? Amazon offers exclusive deals on unlocked phones, often matching Black Friday
discounts.
Best For: Budget-conscious buyers who prefer unlocked devices.

E. Back-to-School Season (August â?? September)

When? Late August â?? Early September
Why? Carriers and retailers promote student discounts, often including free accessories or trade-
in bonuses.
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Best For: Students or parents buying phones for school.

F. End of Financial Quarters (March, June, September, December)

When? Last month of each quarter
Why? Carriers and retailers push sales to meet quarterly targets, offering trade-in bonuses and
discounts.
Best For: Those who want carrier-specific deals.

3. Best Times of Year to Buy a Refurbished Phone

Refurbished phones offer significant savings while maintaining high quality. The best time to buy
depends on supply and demand:

A. Immediately After New Model Releases

When? October (iPhone), April (Samsung Galaxy S), November (Google Pixel)
Why? Certified refurbished models of previous flagships become widely available as users
upgrade.
Best For: Those who want a near-new phone at a fraction of the cost.

B. Black Friday & Cyber Monday (Late November)

When? The Friday after Thanksgiving and the following Monday
Why? Refurbished phone sellers (Gazelle, Back Market, Amazon Renewed) offer steep
discounts.
Best For: Shoppers looking for the best refurbished deals.

C. Post-Holiday Sales (January â?? February)

When? Early January â?? Late February
Why? Many people return or trade in phones after the holidays, increasing refurbished inventory.
Best For: Budget buyers who can wait a few months.

D. Amazon Warehouse & eBay Deals (Year-Round)

When? Ongoing, but best during major sales
Why? Amazon Warehouse and eBay often have open-box or lightly used phones at deep
discounts.
Best For: Those who want the lowest prices and donâ??t mind minor cosmetic wear.

E. Carrier Trade-In Promotions (Ongoing)

When? Varies by carrier (often during new model launches)
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Why? Carriers like Verizon, AT&T, and T-Mobile offer trade-in credits, making refurbished phones
even cheaper.
Best For: Those who want a refurbished phone with a new warranty.

4. Worst Times to Buy a Phone

While timing is crucial, some periods are less ideal for purchasing a new or refurbished phone:

Right Before a New Model Launches â?? Prices for current models remain high.
Early in the Release Cycle â?? New phones are at their peak price.
During Major Tech Shortages â?? Supply chain issues can inflate prices.
Without Research â?? Buying on impulse often leads to overpaying.

5. Additional Tips for Getting the Best Deal

Check Carrier Deals â?? Carriers frequently offer trade-in bonuses, free accessories, or
discounted rates.
Compare Prices â?? Use tools like Google Shopping, CamelCamelCamel (for Amazon), or
Slickdeals.
Consider Unlocked Phones â?? They often have better resale value and arenâ??t tied to carrier
contracts.
Look for Bundle Offers â?? Some retailers include free cases, headphones, or gift cards.
Read Refurbished Seller Reviews â?? Stick with reputable sellers (Apple Refurbished, Amazon
Renewed, Back Market).

6. Final Verdict: Best Time to Buy

Phone Type Best Time to Buy Why?

New iPhone October â?? November
After new model launch, prices drop on older
models.

New Samsung
Galaxy

April â?? May or September â??
October

After Galaxy S or Z series launches.

New Google Pixel November â?? December Black Friday and holiday sales.

Refurbished iPhone October â?? November
New models release, increasing refurbished
supply.

Refurbished
Android

January â?? February or Black
Friday

Post-holiday returns boost inventory.

Best Overall Time to Buy:
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New Phone: Black Friday (November) or post-launch (October for iPhone, April for
Samsung)
Refurbished Phone: Black Friday or January â?? February (post-holiday sales)

By timing your purchase strategically, you can save 20â??50% on a new or refurbished phone without
sacrificing performance or reliability. Whether youâ??re eyeing the latest flagship or a budget-friendly
refurbished model, planning ahead ensures you get the best value.
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