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Description

How to Photograph Your Phone for Online
Resale Listings: A Step-by-Step Guide
Selling a used phone online can be a lucrative way to recoup some of its value, but the key to attracting
buyers lies in high-quality, professional-looking photos. Poorly lit, blurry, or unappealing images can
deter potential buyers, while well-composed shots can make your listing stand out and fetch a better
price.

Whether youâ??re selling on eBay, Facebook Marketplace, Craigslist, or a specialized resale platform,
following these photography best practices will help you showcase your phone in the best possible light.
Below is a detailed guide on how to photograph your phone for online resale listings.

1. Prepare Your Phone for Photography

Before taking any photos, ensure your phone is clean, presentable, and ready for inspection.

Clean the Phone Thoroughly

Exterior: Wipe the screen, back, and edges with a microfiber cloth to remove fingerprints,
smudges, and dust. Use a small amount of isopropyl alcohol (70% or higher) on a soft cloth for
stubborn marks.
Ports & Openings: Use a dry, soft-bristled brush (like a clean makeup brush) to remove lint or
debris from charging ports, speakers, and microphone grills.
Screen Protector & Case: If the phone has a screen protector, ensure itâ??s free of cracks or
bubbles. Remove any case to show the phoneâ??s actual condition.

Reset & Prepare the Device

Factory Reset: If you havenâ??t already, back up your data and perform a factory reset to erase
personal information.
Charge the Battery: Ensure the phone has at least 50% battery to avoid the low-battery warning
appearing in photos.
Disable Notifications: Turn on â??Do Not Disturbâ?• mode to prevent pop-ups during the shoot.

Gather Necessary Accessories
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Original Box & Accessories (if available): Including these in photos adds value and reassures
buyers.
Charging Cable & Adapter: Even if not original, showing functional accessories is a plus.
SIM Ejector Tool: Helps demonstrate that the SIM tray is functional.

2. Choose the Right Equipment

You donâ??t need a professional camera to take great phone photosâ??modern smartphones are
more than capable. However, using the right tools can significantly improve image quality.

Camera Options

Smartphone Camera (Recommended): Use a newer iPhone, Google Pixel, or Samsung Galaxy
with a high-resolution camera (12MP or higher).
DSLR or Mirrorless Camera (Optional): If you have one, use a macro lens for close-up details.

Essential Accessories

Tripod or Stable Surface: Prevents shaky, blurry images.
External Lighting (Optional): A ring light or softbox can eliminate shadows.
White or Neutral Background: A clean backdrop ensures the phone is the focal point.
Reflector (DIY or Professional): Helps bounce light to reduce harsh shadows.

3. Set Up the Perfect Lighting

Lighting is the most critical factor in product photography. Poor lighting can make even the cleanest
phone look dull or damaged.

Natural Light (Best Option)

Time of Day: Shoot during the day, preferably in the morning or late afternoon when sunlight is
soft and diffused.
Location: Place the phone near a large window (but not in direct sunlight, which creates harsh
shadows).
Diffuse Harsh Light: If sunlight is too strong, use a white sheet or parchment paper to soften it.

Artificial Lighting (Alternative)

Ring Light or Softbox: Position the light at a 45-degree angle to avoid glare on the screen.
Avoid Overhead Lighting: Ceiling lights can create unflattering shadows.
Use Two Light Sources: Place one light on each side of the phone to balance illumination.

Avoid Common Lighting Mistakes
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Glare on the Screen: Angle the phone slightly to prevent reflections.
Shadows: Use a reflector (a white foam board or aluminum foil) to bounce light onto dark areas.
Color Casts: Ensure white balance is correct (most smartphone cameras adjust automatically).

4. Select the Right Background

A clean, uncluttered background keeps the focus on the phone and makes your listing look
professional.

Best Background Options

White Poster Board or Foam Board: Provides a seamless, neutral backdrop.
Plain Table or Countertop: A solid-colored surface (gray, black, or light wood) works well.
Seamless Paper (for Professional Look): Available in photography supply stores.
Outdoor Surfaces (If Needed): A clean, flat surface like a wooden deck or concrete can work if
lighting is good.

Backgrounds to Avoid

Busy Patterns: Distract from the phone.
Reflective Surfaces: Can cause unwanted glare.
Dirty or Wrinkled Backdrops: Look unprofessional.

5. Compose Your Shots Like a Pro

The way you frame and angle your photos can make a significant difference in how buyers perceive
your phone.

Essential Shots to Include

1. Front View (Screen On & Off)
2. Screen On: Show the home screen with no personal apps (use a default wallpaper).

3. Screen Off: Highlights the phoneâ??s design and condition.

4. Back View

5. Capture the entire back of the phone, including the camera module and branding.

6. Side Views (Left & Right)
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7. Shows the phoneâ??s thickness, buttons, and overall condition.

8. Top & Bottom Views

9. Displays the charging port, speakers, and microphone grills.

10. Close-Up Details

11. Screen Condition: Any scratches, cracks, or dead pixels.
12. Camera Lenses: Scratches or smudges.
13. Buttons & Ports: Wear and tear.

14. SIM Tray: Condition and functionality.

15. Accessories (If Included)

16. Original box, charger, cables, and manuals.

17. Functionality Shots (Optional but Helpful)

18. Wi-Fi & Cellular Signal: Shows the phone is operational.
19. Camera Test: Take a photo with the phoneâ??s camera to prove it works.
20. Battery Health: Screenshot of battery settings (if relevant).

Angles & Framing Tips

Use the Rule of Thirds: Place the phone slightly off-center for a more dynamic shot.
Shoot Straight On: Avoid extreme angles that distort the phoneâ??s shape.
Fill the Frame: Get close enough to show details without cropping important parts.
Use Portrait Mode (If Available): Blurs the background slightly for a professional look.

6. Optimize Camera Settings

Most smartphone cameras work well in auto mode, but adjusting a few settings can enhance your
photos.

Recommended Camera Settings

Resolution: Use the highest resolution available (e.g., 12MP or 48MP).
Focus: Tap the screen to ensure the phone is in sharp focus.
HDR Mode: Helps balance exposure in high-contrast lighting.
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Grid Lines: Enable grid lines to help with composition.
Timer or Remote Shutter: Prevents camera shake when pressing the shutter button.

Avoid These Settings

Digital Zoom: Reduces image qualityâ??move closer instead.
Flash: Creates harsh shadows and glare.
Filters & Effects: Keep images natural and unaltered.

7. Edit Photos for a Polished Look

Even the best photos can benefit from minor edits to enhance clarity and appeal.

Basic Editing Steps

1. Crop & Straighten: Remove unnecessary background and align the phone properly.
2. Adjust Brightness & Contrast: Ensure the phone is well-lit without being overexposed.
3. Sharpen Details: Enhance edges slightly for a crisper look.
4. Correct White Balance: Fix any color casts (e.g., too warm or cool).
5. Remove Dust & Smudges (If Needed): Use a healing brush tool in apps like Lightroom or

Snapseed.

Recommended Editing Apps

Adobe Lightroom (Free & Paid): Advanced editing tools.
Snapseed (Free): User-friendly with powerful features.
VSCO (Free & Paid): Great for subtle enhancements.
Canva (Free & Paid): Useful for adding text or watermarks.

Editing Mistakes to Avoid

Over-Editing: Keep the phone looking naturalâ??donâ??t alter its actual condition.
Heavy Filters: Buyers want to see the phone as it is.
Adding Watermarks: Can make the listing look unprofessional.

8. Final Checklist Before Uploading

Before posting your listing, review your photos to ensure they meet professional standards.

â? All Angles Covered: Front, back, sides, top, bottom, and close-ups.
â? Good Lighting: No harsh shadows or glare.
â? Clean Background: No distractions or clutter.
â? Sharp Focus: Every detail is clear.
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â? Accurate Colors: No weird color casts.
â? No Personal Data: No notifications, messages, or apps visible.
â? Consistent Style: All photos have a similar look and feel.

9. Additional Tips for Maximum Impact

Take Multiple Shots: Capture 10-15 photos per angle to choose the best one.
Use a Model or Hand for Scale: Helps buyers visualize the phoneâ??s size.
Show the Phone in Use (Optional): A lifestyle shot (e.g., holding the phone) can make the listing
more relatable.
Include a Video (If Possible): A short clip showing the phoneâ??s functionality can boost buyer
confidence.
Be Honest About Flaws: If there are scratches or dents, photograph them clearly to avoid
disputes later.

Conclusion

Taking high-quality photos of your phone for an online resale listing doesnâ??t require expensive
equipment or professional skillsâ??just attention to detail, good lighting, and proper composition. By
following this guide, youâ??ll create a visually appealing listing that attracts more buyers, builds trust,
and helps you secure the best possible price for your device.

Remember, the goal is to present your phone in the most accurate and flattering way possible. A well-
photographed listing not only speeds up the selling process but also reduces the likelihood of returns or
disputes. Happy selling!
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