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Best Compact Smartphones for One-Handed Use

Description

Best Compact Smartphones for One-Handed
Use in 2024

In an era where smartphones continue to grow in size, finding a device that fits comfortably in one hand
can be a challenge. Many users prioritize portability, ease of use, and ergonomic design over large
displays and bulky form factors. Whether you have smaller hands, prefer one-handed navigation, or
simply value convenience, a,compact smartphone is an excellent choice.

This article explores the best compact/'smartphones for one-handed use, highlighting their key
features, performance, and why they stand out in.a market dominated by oversized devices.

Why Choose a Compact Smartphone?

Before diving into the best options, ita??s important to understand the advantages of a smaller
smartphone:

1. Easier One-Handed Use a?? A compact phone allows for effortless navigation, typing, and app
access without constantly shifting the device.

2. Better Portability 4?? Fits comfortably in pockets, purses, and small bags without weighing you
down.

3. Improved Ergonomics a?? Reduces strain on the hands and wrists, especially during prolonged

use.

Durability a?? Smaller devices are often lighter, reducing the risk of drops and damage.

5. Focus on Essentials &?? Many compact phones prioritize performance and battery life over
unnecessary gimmicks.

H

Best Compact Smartphones for One-Handed Use

1. Apple iPhone 13 mini (Best Overall Compact iPhone)

Display: 5.4-inch Super Retina XDR OLED
Dimensions: 131.5 x 64.2 x 7.65 mm
Weight: 1409

Processor: A15 Bionic (still powerful in 2024)
Battery Life: Up to 17 hours (video playback)
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Key Features:

a?? Perfect size for one-handed use &?? The smallest flagship iPhone available.

a?? Premium build &a?? Ceramic Shield front, aluminum edges, and IP68 water resistance.
a?? Excellent performance &a?? Handles multitasking, gaming, and photography smoothly.
a?? Great camera system a?? Dual 12MP rear cameras with Night Mode and Deep Fusion.
a?? i0S ecosystem a?? Seamless integration with other Apple devices.

Downsides:
a?? Battery life is decent but not outstanding a?? Heavy users may need to charge midday.
a?? No longer the latest model 4?? Apple has discontinued the mini line in favor of larger Pro models.

Best For: iOS users who want a powerful, pocket-friendly iPhone without sacrificing performance.

2. Asus Zenfone 10 (Best Compact Android Flagship)

Display: 5.9-inch AMOLED)(220Hz)

Dimensions: 146.5 x 68.1 x 9:4 mm

Weight: 1729

Processor: Snapdragon 8 Gen 2

Battery Life: 4,300mAh (all-day use)

Key Features:

a?? True flagship performance a?? One of the most powerful compact Android phones.
a?? Smooth 120Hz display a?? Great for gaming and scrolling.

a?? Excellent camera system a?? 50MP main + 13MP ultrawide with gimbal stabilization.
a?? Headphone jack a?? A rare feature in modern flagships.

a?? IP68 water resistance &?? Durable and premium build.

Downsides:
a?? No expandable storage a4?? Limited to internal storage options.
a?? Asusa??s software updates may not be as frequent as Google or Samsung.

Best For: Android users who want a small but powerful flagship with great cameras and smooth
performance.

3. Unihertz Jelly 2 (Best Ultra-Compact Phone)

Display: 3-inch IPS LCD

Dimensions: 95 x 49 x 16.5 mm

Weight: 105g

Processor: Helio P60

Battery Life: 2,000mAh (light use only)

Key Features:

a?? Tiny and ultra-portable &?? Fits in any pocket, even shirt pockets.
a?? Physical keyboard a?? Great for quick typing without a touchscreen.
a?? Dual SIM support a?? Useful for travelers.
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a?? Affordable price a?? One of the cheapest compact phones.

Downsides:

a?? Very small screen a?? Not ideal for media consumption or gaming.
a?? Weak battery life a?? Requires frequent charging.

a?? Outdated hardware 4?? Struggles with modern apps.

Best For: Users who need an emergency backup phone or a secondary device for calls and texts.

4. Sony Xperia 5V (Best for Media & Photography)

Display: 6.1-inch OLED (21:9 aspect ratio, 120Hz)
Dimensions: 154 x 68 x 8.6 mm

Weight: 1829

Processor: Snapdragon 8 Gen 2

Battery Life: 5,000mAh (excellent endurance)

Key Features:

a?? Tall, narrow design &?? Easier to hold thanwider phones.
a?? Cinematic 21:9 display &?? Great for movies-and gaming.
a?? Pro-grade cameras a?? Triple 48MP + 12MP + 12MP sétup with Zeiss optics.
a?? 3.5mm headphone jack 4?? Rare in modern flagships.
a?? IP68 water resistance &?7? Durable and premium.

Downsides:
a?? Slightly heavier than other compact options.
a?? Expensive compared to some alternatives.

Best For: Users who want a compact phone with a great display and camera for media
consumption.

5. Google Pixel 7a (Best Mid-Range Compact Phone)

Display: 6.1-inch OLED (90Hz)

Dimensions: 152 x 72.9 x 9 mm

Weight: 193.5g

Processor: Google Tensor G2

Battery Life: 4,385mAh (all-day use)

Key Features:

a?? Excellent software experience a?? Clean Android with long-term updates.

a?? Great camera performance a?? 64MP main + 13MP ultrawide with computational photography.
a?? Affordable price a?? Cheaper than flagship compact phones.

a?? Wireless charging a?? Convenient for quick top-ups.

Downsides:
a?? Plastic back &a?? Feels less premium than glass or metal.
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a?? No high refresh rate a?? Only 90Hz compared to 120Hz on competitors.

Best For: Users who want a compact, affordable Android phone with great software and cameras.

6. Samsung Galaxy S23 (Best Compact Samsung Phone)

Display: 6.1-inch Dynamic AMOLED 2X (120Hz)

Dimensions: 146.3 x 70.9 x 7.6 mm

Weight: 168g

Processor: Snapdragon 8 Gen 2 (for Galaxy)

Battery Life: 3,900mAh (good but not outstanding)

Key Features:

a?? Premium build &?? Gorilla Glass Victus 2 front and back.
a?? Smooth 120Hz display a?? Great for gaming and scrolling.
a?? Excellent cameras a?? 50MP main + 12MP ultrawide + 10MP telephoto (3x zoom).
a?? One Ul software 4?7 Feature-rich and well-optimized.

a?? IP68 water resistance 4?? Durableand reliable.

Downsides:
a?? Battery life is average 4?? May not last a full day for heavy users.
a?? No expandable storage &4?7? Limited to internal storage.

Best For: Samsung fans who want a compact flagship with great performance and cameras.

Final Verdict: Which Compact Smartphone Should You
Choose?

Category Best Pick Runner-Up
Best Overall (i0S) iPhone 13 mini  a??
Best Android Flagship Asus Zenfone 10 Sony Xperia 5V
Best Mid-Range Google Pixel 7a Samsung Galaxy S23
Best Ultra-Compact Unihertz Jelly 2 a??

Best for Media & Cameras Sony Xperia 5V Asus Zenfone 10

Who Should Buy a Compact Smartphone?

Users with small hands who struggle with large phones.

People who prioritize portability over big screens.

Those who frequently use their phone one-handed (e.g., commuters, travelers).
Users who want a secondary phone for calls and texts.

Who Should Avoid Compact Smartphones?
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e Gamers and media lovers who prefer large displays.
e Heavy multitaskers who need split-screen functionality.
e Users who prioritize battery life (some compact phones have smaller batteries).

Conclusion

Compact smartphones are a rare but valuable choice in todaya??s market, offering portability, ease
of use, and premium performance without the bulk. Whether you prefer iOS or Android, there are
excellent options available, from the iPhone 13 mini to the Asus Zenfone 10 and Sony Xperia 5 V.

If you value one-handed usability and pocket-friendly design, any of the phones listed above will
serve you well. The best choice depends on your budget, preferred operating system, and feature
prioritiesa??whether thata??s cameras, performance, or battery life.

For most users, the Asus Zenfone 10 (Android) and iPhone 13 mini (iOS) stand out as the best all-
around compact smartphones in,2024. However, if you need something even smaller, the Unihertz
Jelly 2 is a unique ultra-compact option.

Ultimately, the best compact smartphone is the one that fits comfortably in your hand and meets
your daily needs without compromise.
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