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Best Camera Phones Under $500 in 2024
Smartphone photography has evolved dramatically over the past few years, with even budget-friendly
devices now offering impressive camera capabilities. If youâ??re looking for a high-quality camera
phone without breaking the bank, there are several excellent options under $500 that deliver sharp
images, advanced features, and reliable performance.

In this guide, weâ??ll explore the best camera phones under $500, highlighting their key features,
strengths, and ideal use cases to help you make an informed decision.

Key Factors to Consider in a Budget Camera Phone

Before diving into the best options, itâ??s important to understand what makes a great camera phone
in this price range:

1. Sensor Size & Megapixels â?? Larger sensors capture more light, improving low-light
performance, while higher megapixels allow for more detailed shots.

2. Aperture & Low-Light Performance â?? A wider aperture (lower f-number) lets in more light,
enhancing night photography.

3. Image Processing & Software â?? AI-powered features, HDR, and computational photography
can significantly improve image quality.

4. Ultrawide & Macro Lenses â?? Additional lenses expand creative possibilities, from wide
landscapes to close-up shots.

5. Video Capabilities â?? Look for 4K recording, stabilization, and slow-motion options if
videography is a priority.

6. Front Camera Quality â?? A good selfie camera is essential for social media and video calls.

Best Camera Phones Under $500 in 2024

1. Google Pixel 7a â?? Best Overall Camera Phone Under $500

Price: ~$499
Key Camera Features:
â?? Main Camera: 64MP (f/1.9, 1/1.73â?³ sensor)
â?? Ultrawide: 13MP (f/2.2, 120Â° FOV)
â?? Front Camera: 13MP (f/2.2)
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â?? Video: 4K@30/60fps, 1080p@240fps (slow-mo)
â?? Software: Googleâ??s AI-powered computational photography (Magic Eraser, Night Sight, Real
Tone)

Why Itâ??s the Best?
The Pixel 7a is the best camera phone under $500, thanks to Googleâ??s industry-leading image
processing. The 64MP main sensor captures sharp, vibrant images with excellent dynamic range, while
Night Sight ensures great low-light performance. The ultrawide lens is solid, though not as wide as
some competitors.

The Tensor G2 chip enables advanced AI features like Magic Eraser (removing unwanted objects)
and Photo Unblur, making it a powerhouse for post-processing. The front camera is also one of the
best in this range, ideal for selfies and video calls.

Pros:
â?? Best-in-class computational photography
â?? Excellent low-light performance
â?? Clean Android experience with long-term updates
â?? 90Hz OLED display

Cons:
â?? Ultrawide lens could be wider
â?? Battery life is decent but not outstanding

2. Samsung Galaxy A54 5G â?? Best for Versatile Shooting

Price: ~$449
Key Camera Features:
â?? Main Camera: 50MP (f/1.8, OIS)
â?? Ultrawide: 12MP (f/2.2, 123Â° FOV)
â?? Macro: 5MP (f/2.4)
â?? Front Camera: 32MP (f/2.2)
â?? Video: 4K@30fps, 1080p@120fps (slow-mo)

Why Itâ??s Great?
The Galaxy A54 5G is Samsungâ??s best mid-range camera phone, offering a triple-camera setup
with a 50MP main sensor that delivers sharp, well-balanced images. The 12MP ultrawide is one of the
best in this price range, and the 5MP macro lens is useful for close-up shots.

Samsungâ??s image processing is excellent, with Scene Optimizer and Night Mode enhancing
photos automatically. The 32MP front camera is also a standout, producing detailed selfies.

Pros:
â?? Great main and ultrawide cameras
â?? 120Hz AMOLED display
â?? Long battery life (5,000mAh)
â?? IP67 water and dust resistance
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Cons:
â?? Macro camera is mediocre
â?? No 4K@60fps video

3. OnePlus Nord N30 5G â?? Best for Fast Performance & Video

Price: ~$299 (often discounted to under $500)
Key Camera Features:
â?? Main Camera: 108MP (f/1.7, 1/1.67â?³ sensor)
â?? Macro: 2MP (f/2.4)
â?? Depth: 2MP (f/2.4)
â?? Front Camera: 16MP (f/2.4)
â?? Video: 4K@30fps, 1080p@120fps (slow-mo)

Why Itâ??s a Strong Contender?
The OnePlus Nord N30 5G stands out with its 108MP main sensor, which captures highly detailed
images, especially in well-lit conditions. While the 2MP macro and depth sensors are underwhelming,
the primary camera makes up for it with vibrant colors and good dynamic range.

OnePlusâ??s smooth software experience (OxygenOS) and fast performance (Snapdragon 695)
make it great for both photography and videography. The 16MP front camera is also solid for selfies.

Pros:
â?? 108MP main camera for high detail
â?? 50W fast charging (0-100% in ~30 mins)
â?? 120Hz LCD display
â?? Affordable pricing

Cons:
â?? Weak macro and depth sensors
â?? No ultrawide lens
â?? Average low-light performance

4. Motorola Moto G Power 5G (2024) â?? Best for Battery Life & Reliability

Price: ~$399
Key Camera Features:
â?? Main Camera: 50MP (f/1.8, PDAF, OIS)
â?? Ultrawide: 8MP (f/2.2, 118Â° FOV)
â?? Macro: 2MP (f/2.4)
â?? Front Camera: 16MP (f/2.4)
â?? Video: 4K@30fps, 1080p@120fps (slow-mo)

Why Itâ??s a Great Pick?
The Moto G Power 5G (2024) is an excellent all-rounder with a 50MP main camera that delivers
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sharp, natural-looking photos. The 8MP ultrawide is decent, though not as wide as Samsungâ??s.
The 2MP macro is basic but functional.

What sets this phone apart is its massive 5,000mAh battery, which easily lasts two days on a single
charge. Motorolaâ??s clean Android experience and long-term software support (3 years of
updates) make it a reliable choice.

Pros:
â?? Outstanding battery life
â?? Clean, bloat-free software
â?? 50MP main camera with OIS
â?? Affordable pricing

Cons:
â?? Ultrawide could be better
â?? Macro camera is weak
â?? No 4K@60fps video

5. Nothing Phone (2a) â?? Best for Unique Design & Software

Price: ~$349 (6GB/128GB)
Key Camera Features:
â?? Main Camera: 50MP (f/1.9, Sony IMX890, OIS)
â?? Ultrawide: 50MP (f/2.2, 114Â° FOV)
â?? Front Camera: 32MP (f/2.2)
â?? Video: 4K@30fps, 1080p@60fps

Why Itâ??s Worth Considering?
The Nothing Phone (2a) is a stylish, well-built phone with a dual 50MP camera system that performs
surprisingly well. The main sensor (Sony IMX890) captures sharp, detailed images, while the 50MP
ultrawide is one of the best in this price range.

Nothingâ??s clean, customizable software (Nothing OS) and unique Glyph LED interface make it
stand out. The 32MP front camera is also excellent for selfies.

Pros:
â?? Dual 50MP cameras with great detail
â?? Unique, eye-catching design
â?? Clean, fast software
â?? 45W fast charging

Cons:
â?? No telephoto lens
â?? Average battery life
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Final Verdict: Which One Should You Buy?

Phone Best For Standout Feature
Google Pixel 7a Best overall camera & AI features Computational photography, Night Sight

Samsung A54 5G Versatile shooting & display 120Hz AMOLED, IP67 rating

OnePlus Nord N30 High-detail photos & fast charging 108MP main camera, 50W charging

Moto G Power 5G Battery life & reliability 5,000mAh battery, clean software

Nothing Phone (2a) Unique design & software Dual 50MP cameras, Glyph LEDs

Best Overall: Google Pixel 7a

If you want the best camera performance under $500, the Pixel 7a is the clear winner. Its AI-
powered features, Night Sight, and computational photography make it the most capable camera
phone in this range.

Best for Versatility: Samsung Galaxy A54 5G

If you want a well-rounded phone with a great display, water resistance, and solid cameras, the
Galaxy A54 5G is the best choice.

Best Budget Pick: OnePlus Nord N30 5G

For those who want a high-megapixel camera and fast charging at a lower price, the Nord N30 5G
is a great option.

Best for Battery Life: Motorola Moto G Power 5G

If battery life is your top priority, the Moto G Power 5G is unbeatable, lasting two days on a single
charge.

Best for Design & Software: Nothing Phone (2a)

For a unique, stylish phone with great cameras and clean software, the Nothing Phone (2a) is a
fantastic pick.

Conclusion

The best camera phone under $500 depends on your prioritiesâ??whether itâ??s AI-powered
photography (Pixel 7a), versatility (Galaxy A54), battery life (Moto G Power), or high-megapixel
detail (Nord N30). Each of these phones offers excellent value, ensuring you donâ??t have to spend
a fortune for great mobile photography.
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If youâ??re looking for the absolute best camera experience, the Google Pixel 7a is the top choice.
However, if you need long battery life or a premium display, the Moto G Power 5G or Samsung
Galaxy A54 5G are excellent alternatives.

No matter which you choose, these phones prove that high-quality photography is now accessible
to everyone, even on a budget.
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