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How to Verify a Phoneâ??s IMEI Number Before
Purchase
Purchasing a new or used smartphone is a significant investment, and ensuring its legitimacy is crucial
to avoid scams, stolen devices, or counterfeit products. One of the most reliable ways to verify a
phoneâ??s authenticity is by checking its International Mobile Equipment Identity (IMEI) number.
The IMEI is a unique 15-digit code assigned to every mobile device, acting as its fingerprint.

This guide explains how to find, verify, and interpret an IMEI number before buying a phone to
ensure you make a safe and informed purchase.

What Is an IMEI Number?

The IMEI (International Mobile Equipment Identity) is a unique identifier for mobile devices, including
smartphones, tablets, and some feature phones. It serves several key purposes:

Device Identification â?? Helps distinguish one phone from another.
Theft Prevention â?? Used by carriers to block stolen devices from network access.
Warranty & Support â?? Manufacturers use IMEI to verify warranty status.
Legitimacy Check â?? Confirms whether a phone is genuine or counterfeit.

Unlike a phone number or SIM card, the IMEI is hardcoded into the deviceâ??s hardware, making it
nearly impossible to alter (though some counterfeiters attempt to fake it).

Why Verify a Phoneâ??s IMEI Before Purchase?

Before buying a phoneâ??especially a used or refurbished oneâ??checking the IMEI helps you:

â? Confirm the phone is not stolen â?? If a device is reported lost or stolen, carriers can blacklist its
IMEI, rendering it useless.
â? Check warranty & manufacturing details â?? Ensures the phone is genuine and not a counterfeit.
â? Verify model & specifications â?? Confirms the phone matches the sellerâ??s description (e.g.,
storage capacity, model variant).
â? Avoid carrier locks â?? Some phones are locked to specific networks; checking the IMEI can
reveal this.
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â? Detect refurbished or replaced devices â?? Some sellers may pass off refurbished phones as
new.

How to Find a Phoneâ??s IMEI Number

Before verifying the IMEI, you need to locate it. Here are the most common ways to find it:

1. Dial *#06# (Universal Method)

Open the Phone app (dialer).
Type *#06# and press Call.
The IMEI number(s) will appear on the screen (some phones have two IMEIs for dual-SIM
models).

2. Check the Phoneâ??s Settings

Android:

Go to Settings > About Phone > Status > IMEI Information.
Some brands (e.g., Samsung, Xiaomi) may list it under Settings > About Phone > IMEI.

iPhone:

Go to Settings > General > About.
Scroll down to find the IMEI (or MEID for CDMA networks).

3. Look on the Phoneâ??s Packaging

The original box usually has a sticker with the IMEI printed on it.
If buying a new phone, cross-check the IMEI on the box with the one in the phoneâ??s settings.

4. Check the Phoneâ??s Battery Compartment (Older Models)

Some older phones (e.g., removable-battery models) have the IMEI printed on a sticker under the
battery.

5. Check the SIM Tray (iPhones & Some Android Phones)

Remove the SIM tray and look for the IMEI engraved on it.

How to Verify a Phoneâ??s IMEI Number

Once you have the IMEI, use these methods to verify its authenticity and status:
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1. Use Official Manufacturer Websites

Many brands offer IMEI checkers to verify warranty, model, and authenticity:

Brand IMEI Checker Link
Apple (iPhone) https://checkcoverage.apple.com

Samsung https://www.samsung.com/us/support/imei-serial-number/

Google (Pixel) https://support.google.com/pixelphone/answer/4507671

OnePlus https://www.oneplus.com/support/imei

Xiaomi https://www.mi.com/global/verify/#/en/tab/imei

Huawei https://consumer.huawei.com/en/support/imei/

What to Look For:
â?? Model & Variant â?? Ensure it matches the phone youâ??re buying.
â?? Warranty Status â?? Check if the warranty is active (important for new phones).
â?? Purchase Date â?? Helps verify if the phone is new or used.
â?? Activation Lock Status (iPhone) â?? Ensures Find My iPhone is disabled.

2. Check IMEI Blacklist Status (Stolen/Lost Phones)

If a phone is reported lost or stolen, its IMEI may be blacklisted, preventing it from connecting to
cellular networks. Use these free tools to check:

Service Website What It Checks

IMEI.info https://www.imei.info
Basic IMEI details, model,
blacklist status

Swappa ESN
Checker

https://swappa.com/esn
Blacklist status (US &
Canada)

IMEI24 https://imei24.com
Blacklist, warranty, carrier
lock

CheckMEND https://www.checkmend.com
Stolen/lost status (UK &
Europe)

CTIA Stolen Phone
Checker

https://www.ctia.org/consumer-resources/stolen-
phone-checker

US blacklist status

What to Look For:
â?? â??Cleanâ?• or â??Goodâ?• Status â?? Means the phone is not blacklisted.
â•? â??Blacklisted,â?• â??Lost,â?• or â??Stolenâ?• â?? Do not buyâ??the phone wonâ??t work on
most networks.
â?  â??Blockedâ?• or â??Barredâ?• â?? May indicate carrier restrictions.

3. Verify Carrier Lock Status
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Some phones are locked to a specific carrier (e.g., AT&T, Verizon, T-Mobile). If you plan to use the
phone with a different carrier, check if itâ??s unlocked:

For iPhones:
Go to Settings > Cellular > Cellular Data Options.
If â??Cellular Data Networkâ?• is visible, the phone is likely unlocked.

Alternatively, insert a SIM from a different carrier and see if it connects.

For Android:

Go to Settings > Network & Internet > Mobile Network > Advanced > Carrier.

If multiple carriers appear, the phone may be unlocked.

Online IMEI Checkers (e.g., IMEI.info, Swappa) â?? Some tools indicate if a phone is carrier-
locked.

4. Check for Refurbished or Replaced Parts

Some sellers may sell refurbished phones as new or replace original parts with counterfeit ones. To
check:

Compare IMEI with the box â?? If they donâ??t match, the phone may have been tampered
with.
Use Appleâ??s Coverage Checker (iPhone) â?? If the warranty shows â??Refurbished,â?•
itâ??s not new.
Check for physical signs â?? Scratches, mismatched screws, or poor build quality may indicate
refurbishment.

5. Use Third-Party IMEI Checkers (For Detailed Reports)

For a comprehensive IMEI report, consider paid services like:

Service Website Features
IMEI Pro https://imeipro.info Blacklist, carrier lock, model details

IMEI Check https://www.imeicheck.com Stolen status, warranty, specs

SNDeepInfo https://sndeep.info Model, country of origin, warranty

What to Look For:
â?? Model & Specifications â?? Ensure they match the sellerâ??s claims.
â?? Country of Origin â?? Some markets have different model variants.
â?? Warranty & Purchase Date â?? Helps determine if the phone is new or used.
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Red Flags When Checking an IMEI

If any of these issues appear, avoid purchasing the phone:

â•? IMEI is blacklisted â?? The phone is stolen or lost.
â•? IMEI doesnâ??t match the box â?? Possible tampering or counterfeit.
â•? Warranty shows â??Expiredâ?• or â??Refurbishedâ?• â?? If buying new, this is a scam.
â•? Carrier lock status is unclear â?? May not work with your network.
â•? IMEI is invalid (e.g., all zeros, wrong length) â?? Likely a fake or cloned device.
â•? Seller refuses to provide IMEI â?? Could be hiding something.

Final Tips Before Buying a Phone

1. Always check the IMEI before paying â?? Use multiple verification methods.
2. Meet in person for used phones â?? Test the phone, check the IMEI, and verify its condition.
3. Buy from reputable sellers â?? Avoid shady online marketplaces with no return policy.
4. Request proof of purchase â?? Helps verify the phoneâ??s legitimacy.
5. Use secure payment methods â?? Avoid cash for online purchases; use PayPal, credit cards, or

escrow services.

Conclusion

Verifying a phoneâ??s IMEI number is a critical step in ensuring youâ??re buying a legitimate,
functional, and safe device. Whether purchasing a new, used, or refurbished phone, taking a few
minutes to check the IMEI can save you from scams, blacklisted devices, and counterfeit products
.

By following the steps in this guideâ??finding the IMEI, checking blacklist status, verifying
warranty, and confirming carrier locksâ??you can make a confident and secure smartphone
purchase. Always remember: if something seems off, walk away. A little due diligence goes a long
way in avoiding costly mistakes.
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