COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

How Phone Design Trends Have Changed Over the Decade

Description

How Phone Design Trends Have Changed Over
the Decade (2014a?7?2024)

The past decade has witnessed a dramatic evolution in smartphone design, driven by technological
advancements, shifting consumer preferences, and innovative manufacturing techniques. From the rise
of bezel-less displays to the resurgence of foldable phones, the aesthetics and functionality of mobile
devices have transformed significantly. This article explores the key design trends that have shaped
smartphones from 2014 ta.2024, highlighting the most influential changes in form factor, materials,
display technology, and ergonomies.

1. The Era of Thick Bezels and Physical Buttons (201447?72016)

Dominance of the Classic Smartphone Design

In the early 2010s, smartphones still retained many design elements from the previous decade. Most
devices featured:

a?? Thick bezels &4?7? Large borders around the display, particularly at the top and bottom, housing
front-facing cameras, speakers, and home buttons.

a?? Physical buttons 4?? Capacitive or mechanical home buttons (e.g., iPhone 6, Samsung Galaxy
S5) and volume/power keys on the sides.

a?? Plastic and metal builds &a?? While premium phones like the iPhone 5s and HTC One M8 used
aluminum, many mid-range and budget devices relied on plastic.

Key Devices of the Era

e iPhone 6 (2014) 4?7 Introduced a curved aluminum body but retained a prominent home button
and thick bezels.

e Samsung Galaxy S6 (2015) a?? Shifted to a glass-and-metal design but still had noticeable
bezels.

e Google Nexus 6P (2015) 4?7 Featured a large AMOLED display with front-facing speakers,
setting early trends for multimedia-focused design.

The Shift Toward Slimmer Profiles

Manufacturers began prioritizing thinner devices, with the iPhone 6 Plus (2014) and Samsung Galaxy
Note 5 (2015) leading the charge in slimming down while increasing screen size. However, the trade-off
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was often reduced battery capacity and durability concerns.

2. The Rise of Bezel-Less Displays (2016a47?72018)
The Birth of the a??Infinity Displaya?e

The biggest design revolution of the mid-2010s was the bezel-less display, which maximized screen
real estate while minimizing the phonea??s footprint. This trend was spearheaded by:

a?? Samsung Galaxy S8 (2017) a?? Introduced the 18.5:9 aspect ratio and curved edges,
eliminating side bezels and reducing the top and bottom borders.

a?? iPhone X (2017) &?? Applea??s first notch display, removing the home button and introducing
Face ID, setting a new standard for premium smartphones.

a?? Essential Phone (2017) 4?7 Featured a nearly bezel-less design with a small top cutout,
predating the iPhone X.

The Notch and Its Alternatives

The notch became a defining feature of 20184772019 smartphones, housing front cameras and
sensors. However, manufacturers quickly sought alternatives:

a?? Waterdrop notch (Huawei P20 Pro, 2018) a?? A smaller, teardrop-shaped cutout.

a?? Punch-hole cameras (Samsung Galaxy S10, 2019) a?? A tiny hole in the display for the front
camera, offering a cleaner look.

a?? Pop-up cameras (OnePlus 7 Pro, 2019) 4?? Mechanically rising selfie cameras for a true full-
screen experience.

Material Innovations: Glass and Ceramic
With wireless charging becoming mainstream, glass backs replaced metal to allow for Qi compatibility.

Some brands experimented with ceramic (e.g., Xiaomi Mi Mix 2S) for a premium, scratch-resistant
finish.

3. The Foldable Phone Revolution (20194772021)

The Return of Flip Phones and Foldables

After years of stagnation in form factors, foldable phones emerged as the next big innovation.
Samsung led the charge with:

a?? Samsung Galaxy Fold (2019) a?? A book-style foldable with a 7.3-inch inner display and a 4.6-
inch outer screen.

a?? Motorola Razr (2019) 4?? A modern flip phone with a flexible OLED display, reviving the iconic
Razr design.

a?? Huawei Mate X (2019) a?? An outward-folding device with an 8-inch display when unfolded.
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Challenges and Refinements

Early foldables faced durability issues, including screen creases and hinge weaknesses. However, by
2021, improvements in ultra-thin glass (UTG) and hinge mechanisms made them more reliable. The
Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 3 (2021) introduced water resistance (IPX8) and S Pen support, making
foldables more practical.

The Rise of Rollable and Slidable Concepts

Brands like LG (with the LG Rollable, 2021) and Oppo (Oppo X 2021) experimented with rollable
displays, though these remained niche due to high costs and durability concerns.

4. The Minimalist and Sustainable Design Era (2021a??2023)

Under-Display Cameras-and True Full-Screen Designs

To eliminate notches and punch holes, manufacturers.developed under-display cameras (UDC),
where the front camera is hidden beneath the screen:

a?? ZTE Axon 20 (2020) a?? First phone with a functional UDC, thaugh image quality was poor.
a?? Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 4 (2022) a?? Improved UDC with better clarity.

a?? Xiaomi Mi 11 Ultra (2021) 4?? Used a secondary display on the back for selfies, reducing the
need for a front camera.

Sustainability and Modular Designs

With growing environmental concerns, brands began incorporating recycled materials and modular
components:

a?? Fairphone 4 (2021) 4?? A repairable, modular phone with recycled plastics and conflict-free
minerals.

a?? iPhone 13 (2021) 4?7 Used 100% recycled rare earth elements in its Taptic Engine.

a?? Google Pixel 6 (2021) 4?7 Featured a recycled aluminum frame and a plastic-free packaging.

The Decline of Curved Displays

While curved screens were popular in the late 2010s, flat displays made a comeback due to:
a?? Better durability (less prone to cracking).

a?? Improved screen protector application.

a?? Reduced accidental touches (e.g., iPhone 12, Google Pixel 7).

5. The Al and Camera-Centric Designs (20234?7?2024)

The Era of a??Al Phonesa?e
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With artificial intelligence becoming a key selling point, phone designs evolved to accommodate larger
camera modules and dedicated Al chips:

a?? Samsung Galaxy S23 Ultra (2023) a?? Featured a massive camera bump with a 200MP sensor
and S Pen integration.

a?? Google Pixel 8 Pro (2023) 4?7 Introduced Al-powered photo editing and a temperature sensor
in the camera module.

a?? iPhone 15 Pro (2023) 4?? Adopted a titanium frame for durability and a periscope lens for
improved zoom.

The Return of Thinner Bezels and Higher Refresh Rates

e 120Hz LTPO displays became standard in flagship phones (e.g., OnePlus 11, iPhone 15 Pro).

e Dynamic Island (iPhone 14 Pro, 2022) 4?? Replaced the notch with an interactive pill-shaped
cutout for notifications and background activities.

e Samsung Galaxy S24 Ultra (2024) a?? Introduced titanium edges and an even slimmer bezel
for a more immersive display.

Foldables Go Mainstream

By 2024, foldables were no longer a niche product, with:

a?? Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 5 & Flip 5 (2023) a?? Improved hinge mechanisms and larger outer
displays.

a?? Google Pixel Fold (2023) a?? A compact foldable with a 1-inch outer screen for quick
interactions.

a?? OnePlus Open (2023) a?? A book-style foldable with a 7.82-inch inner display and 6.31-inch
cover screen.

6. Future Trends: Whata??s Next in Phone Design?

As we look ahead, several emerging trends are likely to shape smartphone design:

a?? Under-Panel Cameras (UPC) 2.0 4?7 Improved clarity and brightness for truly bezel-less displays.
a?? Titanium and Ceramic Unibody Designs a?? For enhanced durability and premium aesthetics.
a?? Foldable Tablets and Rollables &?? Devices like the Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 6 may blur the
line between phones and tablets.

a?? Eco-Friendly Materials 4?? More brands will adopt biodegradable plastics, recycled metals,
and plant-based composites.

a?? Al-Optimized Form Factors &4?? Phones may adapt their display shapes, cooling systems, and
battery distribution based on usage patterns.

Conclusion

Over the past decade, smartphone design has evolved from thick-bezeled, button-heavy devices to
sleek, foldable, Al-powered machines with near-borderless displays. Key milestones include:
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a?? The bezel-less revolution (2017a4??2019).

a?? The foldable phone era (2019a??present).

a?? The shift toward sustainability and minimalism (20214?72023).
a?? The Al and camera-centric designs (2023a772024).

As technology continues to advance, future smartphones will likely prioritize flexibility, durability, and
seamless integration with Al, redefining how we interact with our devices. One thing is certain: the
next decade of phone design will be just as transformative as the last.
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