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Best Smartphones for One-Handed Typing

Description

Best Smartphones for One-Handed Typing in
2024

In an era where smartphones are growing larger with each new release, one-handed usability has
become a significant concern for many users. Whether youa??re commuting, holding a coffee, or
simply multitasking, typing with one hand can be a challenge on oversized devices. Fortunately, some
smartphones are designed with compact dimensions, ergonomic builds, and software optimizations that
make one-handed typing effortless.

This article explores the best smartphones/for-ene-handed typing, considering factors like screen
size, weight, grip comfort, keyboard responsiveness, and software features that enhance
usability.

Key Factors for One-Handed Typing

Before diving into the best options, ita??s essential to understand what makes a smartphone ideal for
one-handed use:

1. Screen Size (5.5473% to 6.2473) &?? Phones in this range strike a balance between usability and
display real estate.

2. Compact & Lightweight Design a?? A slim profile and lighter weight improve grip and reduce

hand fatigue.

Ergonomic Build &?? Curved edges, rounded corners, and a textured back enhance hold.

One-Handed Mode &?7? Software features like reachability mode, floating keyboard, or

gesture controls help with typing.

5. Keyboard Responsiveness a?? A well-tuned touchscreen with haptic feedback improves typing
accuracy.

6. Thumb-Friendly Ul &?? Intuitive navigation and well-placed buttons (power, volume) make one-
handed use smoother.
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Best Smartphones for One-Handed Typing in 2024

1. iPhone 13 Mini (Best Overall for One-Handed Use)
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Screen Size: 5.4a?3 (Super Retina XDR OLED)
Weight: 1409
Dimensions: 131.5 x 64.2 x 7.65mm

Why Ita??s Great for One-Handed Typing:

a?? Compact size a?? The smallest flagship smartphone in recent years, making it perfect for one-
handed use.

a?? Excellent grip &?? The flat-edge design and lightweight build ensure a secure hold.

a?? i0S Reachability Mode a?? Double-tap the Home indicator (or swipe down on the bottom edge for
Face ID models) to bring the top of the screen within thumb reach.

a?? Floating keyboard &?? Third-party apps like Gboard allow resizing the keyboard for one-handed
typing.

a?? Haptic feedback a?? The tactile response makes typing feel more precise.

Downsides:
a?? Battery life is weaker than larger iPhones.
a?? No high-refresh-rate’display (60Hz only).

Best For: iOS users who prioritize compactneéss-and smooth software optimization.

2. Asus Zenfone 10 (Best Android for One-Handed Typing)

Screen Size: 5.947% (AMOLED, 120Hz)
Weight: 1729
Dimensions: 146.5 x 68.1 x 9.4mm

Why [ta??s Great for One-Handed Typing:

a?? Smallest flagship Android phone a?? Fits comfortably in one hand despite the 5.9472 display.
a?? Ergonomic design &4?? Rounded edges and a textured back improve grip.

a?? One-Handed Mode &?7? Asus includes a one-handed mode that shrinks the screen for easier
reach.

a?? Floating keyboard support a?? Works well with Gboard, SwiftKey, and Samsung Keyboard.
a?? High refresh rate (120Hz) &?? Makes scrolling and typing feel smoother.

a?? Great haptics a?? One of the best vibration motors for tactile feedback.

Downsides:
a?? No expandable storage (but 128GB/256GB options are available).
a?? Average battery life (4,300mAh).

Best For: Android users who want a compact flagship with great performance and one-handed
features.

3. Samsung Galaxy S23 (Best for Software Optimization)

Screen Size: 6.14?3 (Dynamic AMOLED 2X, 120Hz)
Weight: 168g
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Dimensions: 146.3 x 70.9 x 7.6mm

Why Ita??s Great for One-Handed Typing:

a?? One Ula??s One-Handed Mode &a?? Samsunga??s one-handed operation shrinks the screen to
a more manageable size.

a?? Floating keyboard &4?? The Samsung Keyboard can be resized and moved for one-handed use.
a?? Compact for a flagship a?? Despite the 6.147?3 screen, itd??s lighter and narrower than most
Android flagships.

a?? Excellent haptic feedback a4?? One of the best typing experiences on Android.

a?? Long software support 4?? 4+ years of updates.

Downsides:
a?? Slightly taller than the iPhone 13 Mini and Zenfone 10.
a?? Expensive compared to other compact options.

Best For: Samsung fans who want a premium, feature-rich phone with strong one-handed software
support.

4. Google Pixel 7a (Best Mid-Range Option)

Screen Size: 6.1a?3 (OLED, 90Hz)
Weight: 193¢
Dimensions: 152 x 72.9 x 9mm

Why [ta??s Great for One-Handed Typing:

a?? Compact for a mid-ranger a?? One of the smallest Google Pixel phones in recent years.

a?? Androida??s One-Handed Mode &?? Googlea??s one-handed mode (accessed via Settings >
System > Gestures) shrinks the screen.

a?? Gboarda??s one-handed mode &4?? The Google Keyboard has a built-in one-handed mode for
easier typing.

a?? Lightweight for its size 4?? Easier to hold than heavier flagships.

a?? Great haptics a?? Smooth and responsive typing feedback.

Downsides:
a?? Thicker bezels than flagship models.
a?? No high refresh rate (90Hz instead of 120Hz).

Best For: Users who want a budget-friendly, compact phone with clean Android and good one-
handed features.

5. Sony Xperia 5V (Best for Media & Typing Comfort)

Screen Size: 6.147% (OLED, 120Hz)
Weight: 182g
Dimensions: 154 x 68 x 8.6mm
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Why Ita??s Great for One-Handed Typing:

a?? Tall but narrow design a4?? The 21:9 aspect ratio makes it easier to reach the top of the screen.
a?? Side Sense a?? Sonya??s one-handed mode allows quick access to a mini-screen for typing and
navigation.

a?? Floating keyboard support a?? Works well with Gboard and SwiftKey.

a?? Excellent grip 4?? The textured back prevents slipping.

a?? Great for media consumption &?? The tall display is great for videos and typing.

Downsides:
a?? Not as compact as the iPhone 13 Mini or Zenfone 10.
a?? Expensive for its specs.

Best For: Users who want a tall, narrow phone thata??s great for typing and media.

6. Unihertz Jelly 2 (Best Ultra-Compact Option)

Screen Size: 34?3 (IPS LCD)
Weight: 105¢g
Dimensions: 95 x 49 x 16.5mm

Why Ita??s Great for One-Handed Typing:

a?? Tiny and pocketable 4?? The smallest smartphone on this list, fitting easily in one hand.
a?? Physical keyboard option a?? Some models come with a slide-out QWERTY keyboard for
tactile typing.

a?? One-handed by default 4?? No need for software modes; everything is within thumb reach.
a?? Affordable &a?? Much cheaper than flagship compact phones.

Downsides:
a?? Outdated specs (Helio P60, 6GB RAM).
a?? Small screen a4?? Not ideal for media or multitasking.

Best For: Users who want a secondary phone for calls, texts, and basic tasks with ultra-compact
one-handed use.

Honorable Mentions

e iPhone SE (3rd Gen) a?? A budget iPhone with a 4.747?3 screen, but thick bezels make it less
ideal.

e Samsung Galaxy XCover 6 Pro a?? Arugged phone with a 6.64?3 screen but one-handed
mode for easier typing.

e CAT S22 Flip &?? A flip phone with a small external screen for quick one-handed typing.

Final Verdict: Which One Should You Choose?
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Best For Top Pick Alternative
Best Overall (i0S) iPhone 13 Mini  iPhone SE (3rd Gen)
Best Android Flagship  Asus Zenfone 10 Samsung Galaxy S23
Best Mid-Range Google Pixel 7a Nothing Phone (2)
Best for Media & Comfort Sony Xperia5V a??
Best Ultra-Compact Unihertz Jelly 2 CAT S22 Flip

Best Choice for Most Users:

a? Asus Zenfone 10 (if you want Android)
a? iPhone 13 Mini (if you prefer iOS)

Both offer compact sizes, great haptics, and strong one-handed software support, making them
the best smartphones for one-handed typing in 2024.

Tips to Improve One-Handed, Typing on Any Smartphone

Even if your phone isnd??t on this list, you can enhance one-handed typing with these tricks:

Enable One-Handed Mode (i0OS: Reachability / Android: One-Handed Mode in settings).
Use a Floating Keyboard (Gboard, Swiftkey, or Samsung Keyboard).

Adjust Keyboard Size & Position (Most keyboards allow resizing).

Use Gesture Navigation (Swipe-based controls are easier than buttons).

Try a Thumb-Friendly Case (Grip cases improve hold).

Practice Swipe Typing (Faster than tapping for one-handed use).
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Conclusion

While most modern smartphones prioritize bigger screens, some models still cater to users who prefer
one-handed usability. The iPhone 13 Mini, Asus Zenfone 10, and Samsung Galaxy S23 stand out

as the best options for comfortable one-handed typing, thanks to their compact designs, ergonomic

builds, and software optimizations.

If you frequently type with one hand, choosing a smaller phone with strong haptics and one-handed
modes will significantly improve your experience. Whether you prefer iOS or Android, therea??s a

perfect compact smartphone for your needs.
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