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Best Apps for Learning a New Language on
Your Phone
Learning a new language has never been easier, thanks to the wide range of language-learning apps
available on smartphones. Whether youâ??re a beginner or looking to refine your fluency, these apps
offer structured lessons, interactive exercises, and real-world practice to help you achieve your goals.
Below is a detailed breakdown of the best language-learning apps for your phone, categorized by their
unique strengths.

1. Duolingo: Best for Gamified Learning

Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: Over 40 languages, including Spanish, French, German, Japanese, and more.

Duolingo is one of the most popular language-learning apps due to its engaging, game-like structure.
The app uses bite-sized lessons that feel more like playing a game than studying, making it ideal for
beginners and casual learners.

Key Features:

Gamification: Earn points, level up, and compete with friends.
Bite-Sized Lessons: Short, 5-10 minute exercises that fit into any schedule.
Speech Recognition: Practice pronunciation with voice exercises.
Stories & Podcasts: Interactive stories and podcasts to improve listening skills.
Free with Ads: A premium version (Duolingo Plus) removes ads and offers offline access.

Best For:

Beginners who want a fun, low-pressure way to start learning.
People who enjoy gamified learning and daily streaks.

2. Babbel: Best for Structured, Conversational Learning
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Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: 14 languages, including Spanish, French, Italian, and Portuguese.

Babbel focuses on practical, real-life conversations rather than random vocabulary. Its lessons are
designed by linguists and tailored to help users speak confidently in everyday situations.

Key Features:

Conversation-Focused Lessons: Emphasizes speaking and listening over memorization.
Grammar Explanations: Clear explanations of grammar rules within lessons.
Review Manager: Reinforces learning with spaced repetition.
Speech Recognition: Helps improve pronunciation.
Paid Subscription: No free version, but offers a 20-day money-back guarantee.

Best For:

Learners who want structured, conversation-based lessons.
Those who prefer a more academic approach with clear explanations.

3. Memrise: Best for Vocabulary & Real-Life Video Clips

Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: Over 20 languages, including less common ones like Icelandic and Mongolian.

Memrise stands out for its use of real-life video clips of native speakers, helping learners pick up natural
pronunciation and slang. It also employs spaced repetition to reinforce vocabulary retention.

Key Features:

Native Speaker Videos: Learn from real people in real-life situations.
Spaced Repetition System (SRS): Optimizes memory retention.
Offline Mode: Download courses for learning without internet.
User-Generated Content: Additional courses created by the community.
Free with Premium Option: Some features require a subscription.

Best For:

Learners who want to expand vocabulary quickly.
Those who enjoy learning from real-life examples and native speakers.

4. Rosetta Stone: Best for Immersion Learning

Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: 24 languages, including Arabic, Chinese, and Russian.
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Rosetta Stone is one of the oldest and most respected language-learning programs, known for its
immersive approach. Instead of translations, it teaches through images, audio, and context, mimicking
how we learn our first language.

Key Features:

Immersive Learning: No translationsâ??learn through context and visuals.
Speech Recognition: TruAccent technology helps perfect pronunciation.
Live Tutoring (Premium): Access to live coaching sessions.
Phrasebook & Stories: Reinforces learning with practical phrases and stories.
Paid Subscription: No free version, but offers a free trial.

Best For:

Learners who prefer an immersive, no-translation approach.
Those who want to develop strong pronunciation skills.

5. Busuu: Best for Personalized Feedback & Community
Learning

Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: 12 languages, including Spanish, French, German, and Japanese.

Busuu combines AI-powered lessons with feedback from native speakers, creating a unique
community-driven learning experience. It also offers official certificates for completed courses.

Key Features:

AI-Powered Lessons: Personalized study plans based on your goals.
Native Speaker Feedback: Submit exercises for review by fluent speakers.
Grammar & Vocabulary Exercises: Structured lessons with quizzes.
Official Certificates: Earn McGraw-Hill Education certificates.
Free with Premium Option: Some features require a subscription.

Best For:

Learners who want feedback from native speakers.
Those who prefer a mix of AI and human interaction.

6. Pimsleur: Best for Audio-Based Learning & Speaking Skills

Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: Over 50 languages, including less common ones like Albanian and Twi.
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Pimsleur is an audio-based app that focuses on speaking and listening skills through spaced repetition
and gradual recall. Itâ??s ideal for learners who want to improve their conversational abilities quickly.

Key Features:

Audio-Based Lessons: Learn through listening and repeating.
Spaced Repetition: Reinforces memory at optimal intervals.
Hands-Free Learning: Great for commutes or multitasking.
Reading & Speaking Exercises: Includes written components for balance.
Paid Subscription: No free version, but offers a free trial.

Best For:

Learners who want to improve speaking and listening skills.
Those who prefer audio-based learning (e.g., while driving or exercising).

7. HelloTalk: Best for Language Exchange & Real Conversations

Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: Over 150 languages.

HelloTalk connects learners with native speakers for real-time language exchange. Instead of
structured lessons, it focuses on conversation practice through text, voice, and video chats.

Key Features:

Language Exchange: Chat with native speakers via text, voice, or video.
Built-In Translation & Correction Tools: Helps with grammar and vocabulary.
Moments Feature: Post questions or updates for community feedback.
Free with Premium Option: Some features require a subscription.

Best For:

Learners who want real conversation practice.
Those who enjoy social, interactive learning.

8. LingQ: Best for Reading & Listening Comprehension

Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: Over 40 languages.

LingQ helps learners improve reading and listening skills by immersing them in real-world content, such
as articles, podcasts, and books. It also tracks known words to measure progress.
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Key Features:

Content-Based Learning: Learn through articles, books, and podcasts.
Vocabulary Tracking: Highlights and tracks known words.
Spaced Repetition: Reinforces new vocabulary.
Speech Recognition: Practice pronunciation.
Free with Premium Option: Some features require a subscription.

Best For:

Learners who want to improve reading and listening skills.
Those who enjoy learning through real-world content.

9. Anki: Best for Flashcard-Based Learning & Customization

Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: Any (user-generated flashcard decks).

Anki is a powerful flashcard app that uses spaced repetition to help learners memorize vocabulary,
phrases, and grammar rules. While not a full language course, itâ??s an excellent supplement for
retention.

Key Features:

Spaced Repetition System (SRS): Optimizes memory retention.
Customizable Flashcards: Create or download pre-made decks.
Sync Across Devices: Access flashcards on multiple devices.
Free (with Paid iOS Version): Free on Android, paid on iOS.

Best For:

Learners who want to memorize vocabulary efficiently.
Those who prefer a customizable, flashcard-based approach.

10. Drops: Best for Visual Vocabulary Learning

Platforms: iOS, Android
Languages Offered: Over 45 languages.

Drops is a visually engaging app that teaches vocabulary through quick, 5-minute sessions. It uses
illustrations and mnemonic techniques to help learners remember words.

Key Features:
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Visual Learning: Uses images and associations for memory.
5-Minute Sessions: Short, focused learning bursts.
No Grammar: Purely vocabulary-focused.
Free with Premium Option: Limited to 5 minutes per day in the free version.

Best For:

Learners who want to expand vocabulary quickly.
Visual learners who enjoy image-based memorization.

Final Thoughts: Choosing the Right App for You

The best language-learning app depends on your goals, learning style, and preferences:

For gamified, fun learning: Duolingo
For structured, conversation-based lessons: Babbel
For vocabulary and real-life videos: Memrise
For immersive, no-translation learning: Rosetta Stone
For personalized feedback & community: Busuu
For audio-based speaking practice: Pimsleur
For real conversation exchange: HelloTalk
For reading and listening comprehension: LingQ
For flashcard-based memorization: Anki
For visual vocabulary learning: Drops

Many learners combine multiple apps to cover different aspects of language acquisition. For example,
you might use Duolingo for daily practice, HelloTalk for conversation, and Anki for vocabulary
retention.

With the right app (or combination of apps), learning a new language on your phone can be both
effective and enjoyable. Start exploring today and take the first step toward fluency!
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