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Description

Best Camera Apps for Enhancing Smartphone
Photos in 2024
Smartphone cameras have come a long way, but even the best hardware can benefit from the right
software. Third-party camera apps offer advanced features, manual controls, and AI-powered
enhancements that can take your mobile photography to the next level. Whether youâ??re a beginner
looking for better auto-mode results or a professional seeking full manual control, these apps can
significantly improve your photos.

Below is a detailed breakdown of the best camera apps available for Android and iOS, categorized by
their key strengths.

1. ProCam X (Android) / ProCamera (iOS) â?? Best for Manual
Controls

Platform: Android (ProCam X) / iOS (ProCamera)
Price: Paid (One-time purchase)

Key Features:

Full Manual Controls: Adjust ISO, shutter speed, white balance, and focus manually for precise
exposure.
RAW Capture: Shoot in RAW format for greater post-processing flexibility.
HDR & Night Mode: Advanced HDR and low-light optimization for better dynamic range.
Video Recording: Supports 4K video, slow motion, and manual video controls.
Grid & Level Overlays: Helps with composition and alignment.
Burst Mode & Timer: Useful for action shots and self-portraits.

Best For:

Photographers who want DSLR-like control over their smartphone camera. Ideal for landscapes, long
exposures, and professional-grade shots.
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2. Adobe Lightroom Mobile â?? Best for Post-Processing & AI
Enhancements

Platform: Android & iOS
Price: Free (Premium features require subscription)

Key Features:

AI-Powered Enhancements: Auto-adjusts exposure, color, and sharpness for instant
improvements.
RAW Editing: Full control over RAW files with advanced editing tools.
Presets & Profiles: Apply professional-grade filters with one tap.
Selective Adjustments: Edit specific areas of a photo using brushes and gradients.
Cloud Sync: Seamlessly sync edits across devices.
Built-in Camera: Shoot in RAW with manual controls.

Best For:

Photographers who want a powerful all-in-one solution for shooting and editing. Great for travel,
portraits, and social media content.

3. Google Camera (GCam) â?? Best for Computational
Photography

Platform: Android (Unofficial ports available for some iPhones)
Price: Free

Key Features:

HDR+ & Night Sight: Industry-leading low-light and dynamic range performance.
Portrait Mode: Accurate depth sensing for professional bokeh effects.
Astrophotography Mode: Captures stunning night sky photos.
Super Res Zoom: Enhances digital zoom without heavy quality loss.
Motion Photos: Captures short videos before and after a shot.
Top Shot: Automatically selects the best frame from a burst.

Best For:

Users who want the best computational photography features, especially in low light. Works best on
Google Pixel devices but can be sideloaded on other Android phones.
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4. Halide Mark II â?? Best for iPhone Photographers

Platform: iOS
Price: Paid (One-time purchase)

Key Features:

Manual & Smart Controls: Toggle between full manual and AI-assisted shooting.
RAW & HEIC Support: High-quality file formats for editing flexibility.
Depth & Focus Peeking: Helps achieve sharp focus in macro and portrait shots.
Smart HDR & Deep Fusion: Optimizes dynamic range and detail.
Tactile Interface: Intuitive gestures for quick adjustments.
XDR Preview: Accurate exposure preview on iPhones with OLED screens.

Best For:

iPhone users who want a refined, professional-grade camera app with a clean interface.

5. VSCO â?? Best for Filters & Aesthetic Editing

Platform: Android & iOS
Price: Free (Premium filters & tools require subscription)

Key Features:

High-Quality Filters: Over 200 presets inspired by film photography.
Advanced Editing Tools: Adjust exposure, contrast, grain, and more.
Before & After Comparison: Easily compare edits with the original.
Built-in Camera: Shoot with manual controls and RAW support.
Community & Discover: Share photos and get inspired by other creators.

Best For:

Content creators, influencers, and photographers who want a consistent aesthetic for their photos.

6. Snapseed â?? Best Free All-in-One Editor

Platform: Android & iOS
Price: Free

Key Features:
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29+ Editing Tools: Includes healing brush, selective adjustments, and curves.
RAW Editing: Full support for RAW files.
Perspective Correction: Fixes skewed lines in architecture shots.
Double Exposure: Blends two photos for creative effects.
Non-Destructive Editing: Adjustments can be tweaked at any time.
One-Tap Enhancements: Auto-corrects exposure and color.

Best For:

Users who want a powerful, free editor with professional-grade tools. Great for quick edits and
advanced retouching.

7. Camera+ 2 â?? Best for iPhone Photography Enthusiasts

Platform: iOS
Price: Paid (One-time purchase)

Key Features:

Manual Controls: Adjust shutter speed, ISO, and focus.
RAW & Depth Capture: High-quality files with depth data.
Clarity & Tone Adjustments: Enhances details without over-processing.
Slow Shutter Mode: Creates light trails and motion blur.
Macro Mode: Captures extreme close-ups with sharp focus.
Smart Composition Guides: Helps with rule-of-thirds and framing.

Best For:

iPhone users who want a feature-rich camera app with advanced shooting modes.

8. Open Camera â?? Best Open-Source Option

Platform: Android
Price: Free

Key Features:

No Ads or Tracking: Completely free and privacy-focused.
Manual Controls: Full access to ISO, shutter speed, and focus.
RAW & DNG Support: High-quality file formats.
Voice & Remote Control: Hands-free shooting options.
Exposure Bracketing: Takes multiple shots at different exposures for HDR.
Customizable UI: Adjustable buttons and layouts.
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Best For:

Users who prefer open-source software and want a no-frills, ad-free camera app.

9. Focos â?? Best for Portrait & Depth Effects

Platform: iOS
Price: Free (Premium features require subscription)

Key Features:

Adjustable Aperture: Change bokeh intensity after taking a photo.
3D Lighting Effects: Simulates studio lighting for portraits.
Depth Editing: Refines depth maps for better subject separation.
Live Focus Preview: See bokeh effects in real time.
RAW & ProRAW Support: High-quality file formats.

Best For:

Portrait photographers who want to fine-tune depth and bokeh effects.

10. ProShot â?? Best for Video & Photography Hybrid Users

Platform: Android & iOS
Price: Paid (One-time purchase)

Key Features:

Manual Photo & Video Controls: Adjust ISO, shutter speed, and white balance.
4K Video & Slow Motion: High-quality video recording.
RAW & JPEG Capture: Flexible file formats.
Custom Modes: Save presets for quick access.
Time-Lapse & Burst Mode: Creative shooting options.

Best For:

Videographers and photographers who need a versatile app for both mediums.

Final Thoughts: Choosing the Right Camera App

The best camera app depends on your needs:
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For manual controls & RAW shooting: ProCam X, ProCamera, Halide
For AI enhancements & editing: Adobe Lightroom, Snapseed
For computational photography: Google Camera (GCam)
For filters & aesthetics: VSCO
For portrait & depth effects: Focos
For video & hybrid shooting: ProShot

Many of these apps offer free trials or free versions with limited features, so experiment to find the one
that best suits your workflow. With the right app, even a mid-range smartphone can produce stunning,
professional-quality photos.
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