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Understanding Screen Pinning for Shared
Device Use
In todayâ??s digital age, shared devicesâ??whether in households, schools, or workplacesâ??are
common. However, allowing multiple users to access a single device can lead to privacy concerns,
accidental app closures, or unauthorized access to sensitive information. Screen pinning is a built-in
Android feature designed to address these challenges by restricting a device to a single app or screen,
ensuring a secure and controlled user experience.

This article explores what screen pinning is, how it works, its benefits, potential limitations, and best
practices for using it effectively in shared environments.

What Is Screen Pinning?

Screen pinning, also known as app pinning, is a security feature available on Android devices (version
5.0 Lollipop and later) that locks a device to a single app or screen. Once enabled, users cannot exit
the pinned app without entering a PIN, pattern, or password, preventing access to other apps, settings,
or notifications.

This feature is particularly useful in scenarios where:
â?? Parents want to restrict children to a specific educational or entertainment app.
â?? Businesses need to lock a device to a single application (e.g., a kiosk, point-of-sale system, or
digital signage).
â?? Public devices (such as tablets in libraries or museums) must remain on a designated app.
â?? Caregivers need to ensure elderly or disabled users stay within a safe app environment.

How Screen Pinning Works

Screen pinning operates by temporarily restricting the deviceâ??s interface to a single app. Hereâ??s a
step-by-step breakdown of how it functions:

1. Enabling Screen Pinning

Before using screen pinning, the feature must be activated in the deviceâ??s settings:
1. Open Settings on the Android device.
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2. Navigate to Security & privacy (or Lock screen & security on some devices).
3. Select Advanced settings (or Other security settings).
4. Tap Screen pinning (or App pinning).
5. Toggle the switch to enable the feature.
6. Optionally, enable â??Ask for PIN before unpinningâ?• for added security.

2. Pinning an App

Once enabled, users can pin an app by:
1. Opening the Recent Apps menu (usually by swiping up and holding or tapping the square icon).
2. Selecting the app to be pinned.
3. Tapping the pin icon (a pushpin symbol) in the bottom-right corner of the app preview.
4. Confirming the action by tapping Start (or Got it on some devices).

The device will now be locked to the pinned app until unpinning is initiated.

3. Unpinning the Screen

To exit the pinned app, users must:
1. Press and hold the Back and Overview (Recent Apps) buttons simultaneously.
2. Enter the deviceâ??s PIN, pattern, or password (if the security option was enabled).
3. The device will then return to the home screen or previous app.

Benefits of Screen Pinning

Screen pinning offers several advantages, particularly in shared or public device environments:

1. Enhanced Privacy and Security

Prevents unauthorized access to sensitive apps (e.g., banking, email, or messaging).
Ensures that children or guests cannot exit a designated app without permission.
Reduces the risk of accidental app closures or system settings modifications.

2. Improved Focus and Productivity

In educational settings, students can remain focused on learning apps without distractions.
Employees using shared tablets for tasks (e.g., inventory management) stay within the required
application.
Public kiosks or digital signage remain on the intended display without user interference.

3. Controlled Device Usage

Parents can limit children to age-appropriate apps (e.g., YouTube Kids, educational games).
Businesses can deploy devices in â??kiosk modeâ?• for specific functions (e.g., check-in
systems, surveys).

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 2
Footer Tagline



Caregivers can ensure elderly or disabled users stay within a safe, pre-approved app.

4. No Additional Software Required

Unlike third-party kiosk or lockdown apps, screen pinning is a native Android feature, eliminating
the need for extra downloads or subscriptions.
Works seamlessly across most Android devices without compatibility issues.

Limitations and Considerations

While screen pinning is a valuable tool, it has some limitations that users should be aware of:

1. Not a Full Kiosk Mode Replacement

Screen pinning only locks the device to one app at a time. For multi-app kiosk mode (e.g.,
allowing access to a set of approved apps), third-party solutions like Android Enterprise or
dedicated kiosk apps may be necessary.
Does not prevent users from accessing notifications or quick settings unless additional
restrictions are applied.

2. Requires Manual Activation

Screen pinning must be enabled and configured before useâ??it is not active by default.
Users must remember to pin the app each time they want to restrict access.

3. Limited to Android Devices

Screen pinning is an Android-exclusive feature and is not available on iOS or other operating
systems.
Some manufacturers (e.g., Samsung, Xiaomi) may have slightly different settings paths.

4. Potential for User Frustration

If the unpinning process is not clearly explained, users may struggle to exit the pinned app.
Forgetting the deviceâ??s PIN or password can result in being locked out of the device
temporarily.

5. No Remote Management

Unlike enterprise mobility management (EMM) solutions, screen pinning cannot be controlled
remotely.
IT administrators cannot enforce screen pinning across multiple devices without additional
software.
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Best Practices for Using Screen Pinning

To maximize the effectiveness of screen pinning, follow these best practices:

1. Enable PIN Protection for Unpinning

Always activate the â??Ask for PIN before unpinningâ?• option to prevent unauthorized exits.
Use a strong PIN or password that is not easily guessable.

2. Combine with Other Security Features

Use app permissions to restrict access to sensitive data.
Enable guest mode for shared devices to separate user profiles.
Consider parental control apps (e.g., Google Family Link) for child-friendly device usage.

3. Test Before Deployment

Before using screen pinning in a public or business setting, test the feature to ensure it works as
intended.
Verify that notifications and system alerts do not disrupt the pinned app.

4. Educate Users

If the device is shared among multiple users, explain how to pin and unpin apps to avoid
confusion.
Provide clear instructions (e.g., a printed guide) for unpinning the screen.

5. Use for Short-Term Restrictions

Screen pinning is best suited for temporary restrictions (e.g., during a childâ??s screen time or
a business presentation).
For long-term kiosk mode, consider dedicated kiosk software with more robust features.

6. Monitor Battery and Performance

Some pinned apps (e.g., games, video players) may consume significant battery life.
Ensure the device is charged or plugged in during extended use.

Alternatives to Screen Pinning

While screen pinning is useful, some scenarios may require more advanced solutions:

1. Android Kiosk Mode (Lock Task Mode)
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Available through Android Enterprise or EMM solutions (e.g., VMware Workspace ONE,
Microsoft Intune).
Allows IT admins to lock devices to one or multiple approved apps remotely.
Supports remote management, updates, and security policies.

2. Third-Party Kiosk Apps

Apps like SureLock, KioWare, or Fully Kiosk Browser provide customizable lockdown
features.
Offer remote monitoring, scheduled reboots, and multi-app support.

3. Guest Mode or User Profiles

Androidâ??s guest mode creates a temporary profile with restricted access.
Multiple user profiles allow different settings and apps for each user.

4. Digital Wellbeing & Parental Controls

Google Family Link helps parents set screen time limits and app restrictions.
Digital Wellbeing tools (e.g., app timers, focus mode) reduce distractions.

Conclusion

Screen pinning is a simple yet powerful Android feature that enhances security and control in shared
device environments. Whether for parental supervision, business kiosks, or public displays, it provides
a quick and effective way to restrict access to a single app without requiring additional software.

However, it is not a one-size-fits-all solution. For enterprise-level device management, third-party
kiosk apps or Android Enterprise may be more suitable. By understanding its benefits, limitations,
and best practices, users can leverage screen pinning to create a safer, more controlled digital
experience for all.
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