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Description

How to Decode Apple iPhone Model Numbers:
A Complete Guide
Appleâ??s iPhone model numbers can appear cryptic at first glance, but they contain valuable
information about the deviceâ??s region, storage capacity, and hardware specifications. Understanding
how to decode these numbers helps users identify their exact iPhone model, verify compatibility with
carriers, and determine resale value. This guide breaks down the structure of iPhone model numbers
and explains how to interpret them.

Understanding the iPhone Model Number Format

Apple assigns two primary identifiers to each iPhone:

1. Model Number (A-Number) â?? A unique alphanumeric code (e.g., A2342) that identifies the
hardware variant.

2. Part Number (M-Number or N-Number) â?? A longer code (e.g., MQ8G3LL/A) that includes
region, storage, and color details.

These numbers are found in:
â?? Settings â?? General â?? About â?? Model Number
â?? The SIM tray (on older models)
â?? The back of the iPhone (on some models)
â?? The original packaging

Decoding the A-Number (Model Identifier)

The A-number (e.g., A2487) is the most critical identifier, as it specifies the iPhoneâ??s hardware
variant. Apple uses this to differentiate between regional models, carrier-locked versions, and special
editions.

Structure of the A-Number

First Letter: Always â??Aâ?• (stands for Apple).
Four Digits: Unique to each iPhone variant (e.g., A2487 for iPhone 13 Pro Max).
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How to Use the A-Number to Identify Your iPhone

Apple maintains a database of A-numbers, but you can also cross-reference them with the following list
of recent iPhone models:

iPhone Model A-Numbers (Common Variants)
iPhone 15 Pro Max A2896, A3105, A3106, A3108

iPhone 15 Pro A2848, A3101, A3102, A3104

iPhone 15 Plus A2849, A3093, A3094, A3096

iPhone 15 A2846, A3089, A3090, A3092

iPhone 14 Pro Max A2651, A2893, A2894, A2896

iPhone 14 Pro A2650, A2889, A2890, A2892

iPhone 14 Plus A2632, A2885, A2886, A2888

iPhone 14 A2649, A2881, A2882, A2884

iPhone SE (3rd Gen) A2595, A2782, A2783, A2784

iPhone 13 Pro Max A2484, A2641, A2643, A2644

iPhone 13 Pro A2483, A2636, A2638, A2639

iPhone 13 A2482, A2631, A2633, A2634

iPhone 13 mini A2481, A2626, A2628, A2629

iPhone 12 Pro Max A2342, A2410, A2412, A2411

iPhone 12 Pro A2341, A2406, A2408, A2407

iPhone 12 A2172, A2402, A2404, A2403

iPhone 12 mini A2176, A2398, A2400, A2399

Why Do Different A-Numbers Exist for the Same Model?

Apple releases multiple A-number variants for a single iPhone model due to:
â?? Regional differences (e.g., U.S. vs. Europe vs. Asia)
â?? Carrier-specific models (e.g., Verizon, AT&T, or unlocked versions)
â?? 5G and LTE band compatibility (different countries require different cellular frequencies)

For example, the iPhone 13 Pro Max has:
â?? A2484 (U.S., Canada, Japan, Mexico)
â?? A2641 (China mainland)
â?? A2643 (Europe, Middle East, Africa)
â?? A2644 (Asia-Pacific, Australia)

Decoding the Part Number (M-Number or N-Number)

The part number (e.g., MQ8G3LL/A) provides additional details, including:
â?? Region/Country of sale
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â?? Storage capacity
â?? Color
â?? Carrier lock status

Structure of the Part Number

A typical part number follows this format:
MQ8G3LL/A

Section Meaning Example (MQ8G3LL/A)
First 2-3 letters Model & region MQ = iPhone 13 Pro Max (U.S.)

Next 1-2 letters Storage capacity 8 = 128GB, 9 = 256GB, A = 512GB, B = 1TB

Next 1-2 letters Color G = Gold, S = Silver, B = Black, L = Blue

Last 2-3 letters Carrier/lock status LL/A = Unlocked (U.S.), CH/A = China, ZP/A = Japan

Common Part Number Prefixes by Region

Prefix Region
MQ, ML, MM United States

VN, VQ, VR Canada

B, D, F Europe (UK, Germany, France)

J, K, L Japan

CH, C China

ZA, ZP Hong Kong, Singapore, Australia

Storage Capacity Codes

Code Storage
7 64GB (older models)

8 128GB

9 256GB

A 512GB

B 1TB

Color Codes (Varies by Model)

Code Color (iPhone 13 Pro Max Example)
G Gold

S Silver

B Graphite (Black)

L Sierra Blue
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Code Color (iPhone 13 Pro Max Example)
P Alpine Green (iPhone 13 Pro)

Carrier/Unlocked Status Suffixes

Suffix Meaning
LL/A Unlocked (U.S.)

ZP/A Japan (SoftBank, Docomo)

CH/A China (China Mobile, China Unicom)

B/A UK (EE, O2, Vodafone)

C/A Canada (Rogers, Telus, Bell)

How to Find Your iPhoneâ??s Model Number

Method 1: Check in Settings

1. Open Settings on your iPhone.
2. Go to General â?? About.
3. Look for Model Number (tap it to reveal the A-number if it shows the part number first).

Method 2: Check the SIM Tray (Older Models)

On iPhones with a removable SIM tray (pre-iPhone 14), the A-number is printed inside the tray.

Method 3: Check the Back of the iPhone

Some iPhones (like the iPhone 8 and earlier) have the A-number engraved on the back.

Method 4: Check the Original Packaging

The A-number and part number are printed on the box label.

Why Decoding iPhone Model Numbers Matters

1. Carrier Compatibility â?? Some models are locked to specific carriers (e.g., U.S. vs. European
bands).

2. Resale Value â?? Certain variants (like U.S. unlocked models) sell for more in international
markets.

3. Warranty & Repairs â?? Apple may require the exact model number for service eligibility.
4. Software Updates â?? Some regional models receive updates at different times.
5. 5G & LTE Support â?? Different A-numbers support different cellular bands (e.g., mmWave 5G

in the U.S.).
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Common Mistakes When Identifying iPhone Models

1. Confusing the A-Number with the Part Number â?? The A-number (e.g., A2487) is the true
model identifier, while the part number (e.g., MQ8G3LL/A) includes storage and color.

2. Assuming All Variants Work Everywhere â?? A U.S. iPhone (A2484) may not support all LTE
bands in Europe.

3. Ignoring Carrier Locks â?? A model bought from Verizon (e.g., MQ8G3LL/A) may be locked to
that carrier.

4. Overlooking Storage Differences â?? A part number ending in 8 means 128GB, while 9 means
256GB.

Final Thoughts

Decoding Appleâ??s iPhone model numbers may seem complex at first, but understanding the A-
number and part number structure provides clarity on your deviceâ??s origin, specifications, and
compatibility. Whether youâ??re buying a used iPhone, troubleshooting network issues, or preparing for
a resale, knowing how to interpret these numbers ensures you make informed decisions.

For the most accurate identification, always cross-reference the A-number with Appleâ??s official
support pages or trusted databases. This knowledge empowers users to avoid compatibility pitfalls and
maximize their iPhoneâ??s functionality.
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