
How to Replace a Phone Back Cover or Housing

Description

How to Replace a Phone Back Cover or
Housing: A Step-by-Step Guide
A cracked, scratched, or damaged phone back cover not only affects your deviceâ??s aesthetics but
can also expose internal components to dust, moisture, and further damage. Fortunately, replacing a
phone back cover or housing is a cost-effective way to restore your deviceâ??s appearance and
protection. While some phones have easily removable backs, others require disassembly, which can be
tricky without the right tools and knowledge.

This guide provides a detailed walkthrough for replacing a phone back cover or housing, covering both
adhesive-backed and screw-secured designs. Whether youâ??re dealing with a Samsung Galaxy,
iPhone, Google Pixel, or another model, these steps will help you complete the repair safely.

Tools and Materials Youâ??ll Need

Before starting, gather the necessary tools to avoid interruptions. The exact tools may vary depending
on your phone model, but hereâ??s a general list:

Essential Tools:

1. Replacement Back Cover/Housing â?? Ensure itâ??s compatible with your phone model.
2. Plastic Pry Tools (Opening Picks or Spudgers) â?? For safely separating adhesive or clips.
3. Precision Screwdriver Set â?? Typically includes Phillips (#000), Pentalobe (for iPhones), and

Torx (for some Android models).
4. Heat Gun or Hair Dryer â?? Softens adhesive for easier removal (if applicable).
5. Adhesive Strips or Glue â?? For reattaching the new back cover (if required).
6. Tweezers â?? Helps with small components and adhesive placement.
7. Suction Cup Handle â?? Useful for lifting the back cover on some models.
8. Isopropyl Alcohol (90% or higher) & Microfiber Cloth â?? For cleaning residue.
9. Anti-Static Wrist Strap (Optional but Recommended) â?? Prevents static damage to internal

components.
10. Plastic Card (e.g., old credit card) â?? Helps in separating adhesive without damaging the

phone.

Additional Tools (For Advanced Disassembly):
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iOpener or Heat Pad â?? Alternative to a heat gun for adhesive softening.
Magnetic Mat or Organizer â?? Keeps screws and small parts organized.
Plastic Opening Tools (Metal-free) â?? Prevents scratches on the phoneâ??s frame.

Step 1: Determine Your Phoneâ??s Back Cover Type

Phone back covers generally fall into three categories:

1. Removable Back Covers (Battery Compartment Style)
2. Found in older phones (e.g., Samsung Galaxy S5, LG G4) or some budget models.
3. Usually secured with clips or minimal adhesive.

4. Easiest to replaceâ??often requires no tools beyond fingernails or a plastic pry tool.

5. Adhesive-Backed Back Covers

6. Common in modern smartphones (e.g., iPhone 8 and later, Google Pixel, Samsung Galaxy S6
and newer).

7. Held in place by strong adhesive strips or glue.

8. Requires heat and careful prying to avoid damaging the frame.

9. Screw-Secured Back Covers

10. Found in some Sony, Motorola, and older HTC models.
11. Fastened with screws, sometimes hidden under labels or rubber grommets.
12. Requires a screwdriver but is generally easier to remove than adhesive-backed covers.

Check your phoneâ??s model to confirm which type you have before proceeding.

Step 2: Power Off and Prepare Your Phone

1. Turn off your phone completely to avoid short circuits or accidental damage.
2. Remove the SIM card tray (if applicable) using the ejector tool.
3. Back up your dataâ??while replacing the back cover shouldnâ??t affect data, itâ??s good

practice before any repair.

Step 3: Removing the Old Back Cover

A. For Removable Back Covers (Clip-On Style)

1. Locate the notch or indentation along the edge of the back cover.
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2. Insert a plastic pry tool or your fingernail into the gap.
3. Gently wiggle and lift the cover, working your way around the edges.
4. If the cover feels stuck, check for hidden clips or screws before applying more force.

B. For Adhesive-Backed Back Covers (iPhone, Pixel, Galaxy S6+)

1. Apply Heat â?? Use a heat gun or hair dryer on medium heat, moving it in circular motions
around the edges for 30-60 seconds. This softens the adhesive.

2. Alternative: Use an iOpener (microwaveable heat pad) for more even heating.
3. Attach a Suction Cup â?? Place it near the bottom edge (for iPhones) or center (for some

Androids).
4. Pull Gently â?? While applying heat, lift the suction cup to create a small gap.
5. Insert a Plastic Pry Tool â?? Slide it into the gap and slowly work around the edges,

separating the adhesive.
6. Tip: If the adhesive is stubborn, reapply heat and try again.
7. Remove the Back Cover â?? Once all edges are free, lift the cover off carefully.

C. For Screw-Secured Back Covers (Sony, Motorola, etc.)

1. Locate and Remove Screws â?? Check for screws along the edges or under rubber grommets.
2. Use the Correct Screwdriver â?? Most require a Torx or Phillips #000 screwdriver.
3. Pry Open the Cover â?? After removing screws, use a plastic pry tool to lift the cover.
4. Some models may have hidden clips, so proceed carefully.

Step 4: Cleaning the Phone Frame

Before installing the new back cover:
1. Remove Old Adhesive â?? Use isopropyl alcohol (90%+) and a microfiber cloth to clean
residue.
2. Check for Dust or Debris â?? Ensure the frame is free of particles that could prevent a flush fit.
3. Inspect Internal Components â?? If you see loose cables or damaged parts, consider a
professional repair.

Step 5: Installing the New Back Cover

A. For Adhesive-Backed Covers (iPhone, Pixel, Galaxy)

1. Apply New Adhesive â?? If your replacement cover doesnâ??t have pre-applied adhesive:
2. Use double-sided adhesive strips (cut to fit the edges).
3. Alternatively, apply a thin layer of B-7000 glue (for a stronger hold).
4. Align the Cover â?? Place it carefully, ensuring camera and sensor cutouts match.
5. Press Firmly â?? Apply even pressure around the edges to secure the adhesive.
6. Reapply Heat (Optional) â?? A quick pass with a heat gun can help bond the adhesive.
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B. For Screw-Secured Covers

1. Align the Cover â?? Ensure it sits flush with the frame.
2. Reinsert Screws â?? Tighten them firmly but not excessively to avoid stripping.
3. Check for Gaps â?? If the cover doesnâ??t sit properly, disassemble and realign.

C. For Clip-On Covers

1. Align the Cover â?? Match the clips with the phoneâ??s frame.
2. Press Down Firmly â?? Start from one side and work your way around until it snaps into place.

Step 6: Final Checks and Testing

1. Power On the Phone â?? Ensure it boots normally.
2. Check Sensors and Cameras â?? Test the fingerprint scanner, wireless charging, and

camera to confirm they work.
3. Inspect the Fit â?? The back cover should sit flush with no gaps.
4. Reinsert the SIM Tray â?? If removed earlier.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

â•? Using Metal Tools â?? Can scratch or damage the phoneâ??s frame.
â•? Overheating the Phone â?? Excessive heat can warp plastic or damage internal components.
â•? Forcing the Cover Off â?? Can break clips or bend the frame.
â•? Skipping Adhesive Cleanup â?? Old adhesive can prevent a proper seal.
â•? Tightening Screws Too Much â?? Can strip threads or crack the housing.

When to Seek Professional Help

While replacing a back cover is often a DIY-friendly repair, consider a professional if:
â?? Your phone has water damage (internal corrosion may require cleaning).
â?? The frame is bent or cracked (may need realignment).
â?? Youâ??re uncomfortable with disassembling internal components.
â?? Your phone is under warranty (DIY repairs may void it).

Conclusion

Replacing a phone back cover or housing is a manageable repair that can restore your deviceâ??s
appearance and protection without the cost of a full replacement. By following this guide, using the
right tools, and working carefully, you can successfully complete the repair in under an hour.
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Always prioritize safetyâ??work in a clean, well-lit area, and take your time to avoid mistakes. If you
encounter unexpected challenges, consult model-specific repair guides (e.g., iFixit) or seek
professional assistance.

With a new back cover, your phone will look and feel like new, extending its lifespan and maintaining its
resale value.
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